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Or, A 


RESERVATIVE 
Againſt the 


SURPRIZE | 


+= 


Kudden Attackwith Sharps, 


BEING 
A Reduction of the moſt Eſſential, Neceſſary 
and Practical Part of Fencing, into a few 
. ſpecial Rules, with their Reaſons, which all 
Sword-men ſhould have in their Memories | 
when they are to engage, bur more eſpeci- 
ay if ir be with Sharps. 


| As alſo, 
Some other Remarks and Obſervations nor un- 
fir ro be known by Fencing Maſters and| þ - 
Others, YA. 
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A Reduction of the moſt Efſential, Necefſary 

and Practical Part of Fencing, into a few 

. ſpecial Rules, with their Reaſons, which all 

Sword-men ſhould have in their Memories 

when they are to engage, bur more eſpeci- 
ally if ir be with Sharps. 


As alſo, 
Some other Remarks and Obſervations nor un- 
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"TO ALL 


| IRUE ARTISTS: 


Such who have a na _ for, and take 
Delight in the ART of FENCING. 


DUST tn 


GENTLEMEN, 


=) HEN T Wrote my Book, of Fenc:- 
ing, Entitzled The SCOTS 
2-21 Fencing-Maſter , I deſigned it 
a, 25 ſhould ſerve both. to inftra@ the Ip- 
DI (6 i] Nl norant , and be a belp t0 Art- 
{5 ifts ; to inflrut the Ignorant by 
giving them a true and particular 
Deſcription of tbe moft common Leſſons taught in vbe 
Fencing Schools, that ſo by it they might come to 
underſtand both better and ſooner', the Leſſons which 
their Mafters were daily to Deſcrive and Teach them 
And I am very. confident T have not failed as to 
that, for I dare appeal to any who ever took the pains 
| to peruſe it,. "if ever they met with a piece wpon the 
ſame ſabjed, either ſo plain, or exat in the Directs 
ons for the Leſſons, as it 14. 
1 defigned alſo it ſhould be a help to Artifts, in ſo 


far as that the looking it over , 'would bring to thei, 
A2 mind, © 


—-=— Toall True ARTISTS, 8c. 
minds ſuch Lefſons , as want of Prattice for ſor 
zime might bave worn out of their Memories , an” | 
alſo in reſpeQ that there is in it very good diredions £6 
and Rules for their behaviour in prattice againſt eitheſ”” © 
Artifts or Ignorants, both with Blunts and Sharpip 


But in that Book, 1 gave only a bare Diſcripti, : 
of the Rules, without any of the Reaſons {wbjoyne! = 
to them upon which they were grounded , which 0 life 
miſſion did probably make ſome Artiſts judge , the 
thoſe Rules were not ſo very infallible , but that Be 
good might be put in their places z And which it i fi 
like hath alſo been the cauſe of their not having 7% 
£04 an Opinion of, and liking for them, as perbapoÞ 
atherpwiſe they would. * | 
.-* Tberefore, that 1 might both vindicate the certain-F,,p, 
ty and infallibility of my Rules, by ſhowing that they}, 
gre not grounded meerly upon my own Fancy , butl,,, 
xþan the ſolid Foundations of Art and Reaſon,and ſa.ſ},n, 
tzefieſuch perſans by publiſhing theReaſons upon which} © 
Fgroxud them, As. alſo, make my Rules more com) p, 

pexdions,and eafier to be kept in their memaries,] bavel | \ 
in theſe following ſheets made an Abſtraii of them, | ,, 
and bave given the Reaſons, why T order ſuch and}, 
fuck atbing in fuch a Rule. | = 
And although I cannot deny, but a judicious Ar* | 11 
#ift may perhaps make whe of ſome Rules of bis own || fy, 
eboiſe,or making differing ſomewhat from mine, which || (, 
ay be very good, ' aud bave ſometimes as good effeft [Le 
againſt the particxler Play of the Perſon be is to en- || m1 
£9ge againſt is mine could bgve ;, Tet Tam "__ 
| #iev | 


hey e 
hſer: 


hat 


— 


To all True ARTISTS, &cc. - 
hey can be no better than mine are , and that if be 
hſerved mine exaiily againſt that ſame oral ; be 
vould find them to have the very [ame effefr with 
Mis own, and to be againſt all bumors whatſocutr 
7p Benerally the more ſecure and certain of the tivo. 
| F But atbeit I confeſs there may be particular Rules 
PR nvented for particular humors of Play, which 
| "" differ from mine , #nd yet prove very effeFual ain 
7 Fbat particular bumor for which they were defightl ;, 
et againſt one of another humor they will be altogt« 
her Ineffeual and prove ftark nought iu which doth 
"" Nconfift their inſufficiency, whereas theſe which I am #0 
give yow will not only prove as effe®ual goin thoſe 
NP Iearticular bumors, as the particuar Rules defigned 
| for them, but will be ſufficient alſo againſt all bambrs 
aM\whatſoever, ſo that there will be no need of particis- 
DeVller Ones, mine ſupplying their place becauſe they are 
but general, in which doth lye their Forth and Exel, 
J®$lency. 
wel Porto diſcover to you the wnſufficiency of partitular: 
I Rules, confider but what difference thete is betwixt 
' $a Max's playing with a Perſon whoſe bientor ad mes 
a. | thod of playing he hnoweth, and with one whoint per- 
18 baps be never ſo much as ſaw before, certainly there 
| muft be Methods taken vaſtly diffierent to play Ad- 
Ir | vantagiouſly againſt either of thoſe Perſons as a Man 
PW ſhall be engaged; for if he be Attaqued by 4 Per- 
ch lſon whoſe Play be knoweth, then knowing iupoii what 
Qt | Leſſons bis humor runneth; I confeſs be nay pf 
” | make uſe of particulat Contratys, and Purſuits wh po 
\ 
ev | 


PT! 
ons 
#the 


the 
t 


To all True ARTISTS, &c. 
he knows will take effet} upon bis Atverſary, (al 
though undoubredly to uſe generalls were agreat dale 
more ſafe) but if he be Attaqued by one whom per. 
baps he never |aw, or if be did, yet ' knowetb not u«- G 
on what Leſfions bis bumor runneth. I ſay in ſuch f 

a Caſe to make ufe of Particulars were but very bad ber 

#udgement. onf 


As for Exampls, to make a Real and Home Pur- - 
ſuite with a ſingle or double Feint, when no ſuch pur- 
ſuite will take effeft upon that Perſon again wbom he 

is playing , but what is accompanied with binding ; 
or to take bimſelf to any particular Parrade, whey: 
be is not certain what Leſſon bis Adverſary is to play}, 
home upon him, this I ſay is but to play at Random, 
and wholly expoſe bimſelf to Contretemps,by render- 
ing bis Art altogether In:feual. 


: And this bad Cuſtom of ufing alwiſe Particulars, 
is certainly one of the main Reaſons,woby theFrench 
( who are generally of a Brick, and Hot Conſtitution ) VF 
are for the moſt part when they Engage either both 
Rilled, or at leaft ſeverly wounded, becauſe immedi- 
atly after preſenting they commonly Advance with the | 
particular Purſuite of ſome ſingle or double Feint , 
without ever offering to ſecure their Adverſarie þ g 
Sword,and their Adverſary upon the other Hand, not | 
being acenftomed to a gencral Parrade, and finding of 
he is not certain what particular one be ſhould make | 
ſe of endeavours 10 take time upon hmm, and ſo they p; 
are both wounded : This is the True F rench Play, | han 


which I confeſs bath @ Bonne grace with it at | 
Blunts, *| 


ay 


To all True ARTISTS, 8 
Blunts, 6nd appears Brizk and Couragious at Sharpss 
(alh,.: as to its ſecurity, IT leave that to be judged of by 
ny confidering Perſon, whither Artift or otber, 


+ 1,4 Therefore the only ſecure way is to make alwiſe uſe 
-:.pbf Generalls againſt whatever Perſons you Play whi- 
i#her Artifts or not, until you have found out their 
Lonftitution and Humonr, and what particular Leſ= 
ons you judge will take effet npon them, and if you 
bink it fit and convenient then to try Particulars, you 

ay, but 1 would not adviſe you to do it ſooner if you 
egard your own ſafety. 

Tow may now perceive the great Advantage Gene- 
al Rules have of Particular ones, and it is the Abs 
trad of thoſe General Rules that areof ſuch admi- 
able uſe, which 1 am to ſet down to you 
ogether with their Reaſons in the following ſheets, 
but that there may want nothing to make them com- 
» Bpleat and eafie to be retained; I have alſo for your 
th greater eaſe and ſatisfaCion, ( at the end of my Rules 
') fond before I give my Reaſons) Epitomized this Ab- 

rad, and brought it inte ſo narrow a Gompaſsthat 
\s Man muft have no memory at all , if be cannot ſo 
I fix in his Fancy and Brain what I have there gives 
» fhim, as it (hall not be in bis power when he preſent- 
* Letb either Fleuret or Sword to get bimſelf ridd of it. 
|| 4nd it is upon that account Tall it The 
3 I SWORD-MAN's Vade Mccum , not that 7 
would have alwiſe theſe Sheets carried about with 
d | bim in bis Pocket ;, (for that any Ignorant can do as 
'> | well as be, and be ne're @ whitt the wiſer of them ) 
but 


"urs 
11 
: be 
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 T6Ml True ARTISTS, &c: 
bus tht the Eyinone of fy Kates which as T [aid irfbem 
63 #he ent of 4Þemt; #eth BE ſo engiaVeh th bis Memo:Þut 8 
ry, that Wh bt is afth #thes #0 Engage, he mayfeaft 
through it profiice all the reſt which ave as is were elle 
lively repti{ented in that Nivrorg which maſt bv al-)  g 
wiſe carried about with him, and [Hl tepreſtkir 1Þoſel;- x 
Ohje&ts {I mean Direttions ; wpon Vi6h bis Judge- 
ment maſt work, Ad 
| Now, #4 thy forther Book of Fenting tvas defign-| rect 
ed for the uſe both of Artifts atid Ignorants, fo this | ſeq 
Abftra@t is only for Artifts, there being only contained | wh 
in it the very Marrow and Swthiti(ſence of Fettting, | Ce 
which without all debate is wot only above the Pra-\| for 
Clice of all, bat capacity of mft part of Iynorants | ple 
28821 it be explained to them, ard therefore they can | wi 
bave no pretence or elaime of Right to it ; bnt if ſuch | ko 
Perſons will bo fo couriow #5 #5 take 8 lock of it, 11s m 
like they may find ſome things (in my Obſervations | of 
eſpecially) which may be » means to veclaime them, 
and make them ſenhbke of their Ignorance and folly in 
contemning and negletting an Af, by which a Man \ (: 
dnh reap fo niany uttdenyabli Advantages. f 
And if the teading of this do it nity I aſſure them}} h 
T ſhall not piet ty ſelf to to the trouble ſo much as toÞ} ( 
e 
j 
q 
} 


think of doing it any other way, baving loſt all hopes 
#hat any. thing will ſhced if thi once fail ; for to 
deal Ingenwuſly,T am reſolved hever to put Pen move to 
Paper upon #his Swbjc8 feing I think whatT have ſaid 
firſt and loft wpon it, not ohly abundamly ſufficient 10 
Inferutt pboſe;whbeſe gemihe Inclinattons do difpoſt | 


id is 


Toall True ARTISTS, &c: 
hem to take delight in, and follow this Uſefal Art; 


era: Þut alſo to convince and perſwade all who have the 


may 


aft Drop of generous Blood, of the worth and ex- 


were cellency of it. 


# al- 
roſe 


dpe- 


fgn- 
this 
ined 
ng, 
Pr a- 
{if 
can 
ucn 
ts 
ns 
em, 

in 
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"8 
to 
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"70 
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| But leaving ſuch Perſons to follow their fooliſh Tn- 


incliations, T1 do really acknowledge, bat it © only 


to ſuch generous Spirits as you ate (to whom) I havt 
Addrefied theſe following Sheets ) that T ſo earniftly 
recomend the clofl Praice and Obfervante of thir ſub- 


ſequent Rules, in the Rejeing or Approbation of 


which, 1 ſhall wholly ſubmit my ſelf to your Impartial 
Cencure ; earneſtly Intreating, that if there ſhall be 
found any thing in them Repugnant to the firſt Princi- 


ples & trueFundamentals of Art,T may be acquainted 


with it, that ſo 1 may either Vindicate my ſelf,or ac- 
kwoledge my Fault and Error , in byth which Tſhall 
moſt willingly endeavour to jatisfie all True Lovers 
of Art. 

And I aſſure you, were it not that I am Ambiti- 
ous, this Art { for which I have ſuch an Eſftitne my 
ſelf, and of which I think 1 have given ſufficient Te- 
ſtimonies) ſhould be both improven and be bereaftev 
had in more Repitte amangſt the generality of our 


* Gentry then it hath been bitherto, I bad never been 


either at the Trouble or Charges, to expoſe my. ſelf a 
ſecond time to the ſenſure of the Publick,by giving you 
thi ( 1 may call it my Maſter. plece pon this Sub- 
Jet) an Print. | 

Ithought to have had the Approbation of moſt of. 
the Maſters prefixed to this Piece , but there being 


ſome 


 Toall True ARTISTS, &c. _ 
ſome things in my Obſervations ( eſpecially anent they | 
Abuſes committed in Fencing: Schools to which [1 
refer you ) in which we differ, and which they would 
not go alonglt with, Thave therefore only condeſcended to 
Print tve Approbation of one who is of the ſame Opt, - 
nion with my ſelf, which I hope will not be thought | 
any Vanity in me , ſeing I am moſt ſenſible the Ap- |, 
plauſe and Commendation be is pleaſed to beſtow us þ 


pon. me, is far above what I really deſerve. jet 
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SEL TER| I 

| | OF ol 

APPROBATION, |* 
Y 

WILLIAM MACHRIE ky 

FENCING-M ASTER, ; * 


Judge and Arbitrator of all who make any publick, 
Trial of Skill in the Noble Art of the SWOKD, within 

the Kindomof SCOTLAN D. | 

Right Honourable, | 

|| Received your Papers, and have peruſed | c 


chem ſonarrowly, that there is not one 

- Paragraph or Line that has eſcaped my 

! Rcitcſt Obſeryation; wherein, I find nothing 
wo bur 


it the 


at Plain, UIndenyable, and Inerrable Traths: 
nd(wirhour Complement) beyond any thing 


a hat ever I have Read on that Subjxt; all o- 
Wy ther Authors being ſo Abſtruſe and Intricare, 
p- o that thoſe who have acquired a conſiderable 
, knowledge of the Sword, cannot reach the 
p ff underſtanding of their Writtings; fo that in 
P- [my Opinion, who ever may claime the Ho- 


P fn 


K 


nour of being the firſt Author of the Noble Art 
of Defence, Iam confident there'is none who 
reads what you have Writ on thar Subject; 
but will readily Eeſteem you one of the moſt 
| conſiderable Aavancers of it, that any Age or 
4 Country hath yer produced. 

{ The Rules of Practice which you have fo 
Clearly and Orderly ſer down in your SCOTS 
| Fencing Maſter, ſhews you to be a grear Maſter 
of the Art; and your reducing all-theſe to fo 
ſmall a number, rogecther with the ſolid Rea- 
ſons and Demonſtrations you have given of 
them 1n your SWORD MAN'S Vade mecum, 


evidences. you to be alſo in the Judgement of 


the Sword, a Maſter of all ARTISTS. 


Certainly the Sword was never {o much Ad- 
* depred to the Pen before, as it is now by that 
| Jate Picce of yours, wherein you have done 


| this conſiderable Honour to the Arr, that as 
| formerly {( for want of Realons and Demon- 
ſtrations of its Rules) it was ſcarce actounted 
| an Arr, and but a Mechanical one at beſt; Now 
its Fundamental Rules being digeſted into 


good 


good order;founded on firm Reaſons,and for- 
tified by ſolid Demonſtrations, ir may juſtly 
claim all the priviledges,that any of the Libera} 
Or Mathematiesl Arts can pretend to. 

Proceed then (Worthy Sir) in your Lauda- 
ble Deſign of improving the Noble Art of 
the Sword, which me-thinks does only wait, 


and hope to receive *its outmoſt Accompliſh- 
ment,from thePen & Hands ot Sir WILLIAM 
HOPE. For your pains herein will Intal- 
libly meet with the juſt Requitable of Praile, 
Honour and Eſteem, from all true Lovers of 
Armes and Arts;together alſo with all Imagi- 
nable thanks,eſpecially from Sword-men;,whom 
you cannot either Honour or Oblidge more, 
chen by publiſhing that Piece; which merits 
more Applauſe and Commendation, then can 
cycr be giyen it, by 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
Tour Honours moſt Humble 


Aberdeen, April, and Obedient Servant, 
30. 100. 


William Machrie. 
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ISWORD:MANS 
no Vape MEcumn, 


vait, O R, 


liſh- A Preſervative againſt the Surprize, of a Sudden 
Attaque with Sharps, &c. 


—— Tm—==zEING to Dirct my Diſ- 
<—=21| courſe to Perſons fo 
knowing and Skiltul 
as You are to whom TI 
have Addrefled theſe 
Sheets; I think Inced 
bur ſay little ( by way 
of Introdution ) in 
a: Commendation of this 
ART, either to Diſplay its Excellencies , or 
Recommend it to You ; the yery Title of 
my Dedication ſuppoſing you to need nei- 
ble | ther of theſe, to excite You to its PraCtice. 


"'> | I ſhall therefore at preſent only lay, that the 
Generous and Noble Art af Defence /paffing 
by all its other Qualitics ) may in ſome Re- 
ſpe& be compared to the moſt Excellent and 
moſt Sublime of all Sciencics, I mean that of 
Divizitie;For as Divinity doth teaca us,to defend 
our Souls from 1he cruel aſſaults and attempts of that 
old Serpent the Devil, the cunning and fubtile aiure- 

ments 


2 TeSWORDMANS, 


but deftroving luſts of the fleſh. 


fend onr Bodies, from the Aflaults and Ar 
raques of - al] Adyerſaries, whether Artiſts ot 


have againſt our Bodics, may in ſome (enlt 


ſubtile Allurements ot the World. 


And laſtly, it furniſh*th us with dire&ion 
to defend our ſclves trom the Thrufts and 
Wounds of onr Adverlarics, which although 
they can be (aid to be pleaſant to none: but the 
Giver, yet are ſhort and deſtroying to the Re- 
ceiver, ſhort and tranſitory, becauſe they are 
{ſwift and given inthe twinkling of an eye, or 
a moment ; and deſtroying, be-auſe they ſel- 


dom taile ro diſſipate and give a Paſlage tof 


our Vital Spirits; by which we are {ent a pac- 
king to our long Home : And therefore they 


ments of the World , and theſe pleaſant and ſhorthnc( 
nd 


So doth the Art of Fenting reach' us to delfin 


(ot 


rh 
not,” who in reipe& of the cruel deligne they ; 
'F] 
be accounted Devils, it allo teacheth us noil 
to be deceived by the fallacious Quirks and 
Tricks of Artiſts when we are engaged withÞ0! 
them , which do reprelent the cunning and} F« 


d 


[ 
nt 
Oc 


Ne | 


ef 


may be juſtly compared becauſe of their dan- þ 


ger and ſhort continuance) to the pleaſures of 
the World ; and the Compariſon com- 


eth yer nearer, In ſo far as they reach not 01- 

Iy the Body, but ofttimes alſo endanger the Soul. 
Seing then there is ſuch an Annallogie be* 
twixt this Humanc Art and that Diyine Sct- Þ 
| Cncc 


VADEMECUM.&c. E 
ſhorthnce, what kind of Perſons muſt thoſe'be-who 
ndervallow it ----But when I refic alittle, 
o delfind it no great ſurprizal that Fencing ſhould 
| Arſnect with ſo many Oppoſers and Contemners 
is ogphen even Divinity yea GOD Himlelt (to 
theypeak with Reverence) is by ſome treated En 
len{Kidicule , and 1 am apt to belieye that the 
5 noÞiſpifing and contempt of both, ( although 
andſhere be no equality in the Compariſon) may 
withflow from the ſame Original and Source. 


and For as it is impoſſible for any Man who cons 
ders the Fabric; of the whole, nay ; but the 
ionglmalleſt and moſt inconſiderable part of the 
and{[lniverſe,to doubt of a firſt or ſ\upremeBeeing, 
ughntil from the conſciouſnefs of his Sins & Pro- 
theFocations, 1t become his Intereſt there ſhould 
Re.Þenone; ſo isit Impoſhble for any Man who 
arefcfiets upon, and conſiders the excellencies of 
- or Fencing, to doubt or queſtion the uſefulneſs of 
{c]-Jit ; until trom a ſence of his own Ignorance, 
> topnd of the Adyantadges he knows Artiſts will 
Rac- ave oyer him; it doth become his Intereſt, 
hey hat there ſhould be no ſuch thing as Art, or 
an- ſat leaſt that what is called Art ſhould. be of 
cof mo uſe : And this is certainly one of the 
m- Ehick Reaſons, why the Art of the Sword is 
on- fo much underyalued , by thoſe who under- 
and it not. 


be: | But that I may the better repreſent ſuch 
ci- Perſons to you: conlider in what a Piri- 
ACE tul 


<br as Loo. —- woe Kan - © 02-2. AS. - —— * + 7 9. nog 
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4 The SWORD-MANS, 
fu} and Deplorable condition they are 
when (after having received a challenge, off f 
being obliged to Fight in Rancountet ) the 
feriouſly refl<& upon the Arc, and Androir 
neſs of their Antagoniſts, and their own Mala 
droimeſs,& Ignorance,by which they are rendred| þ 
incapable of either knowing what way to be 
gin their Purſuite, or defend themſelves; cer 
 fainly cheir thoughts at thac time muſt cithe 


abaite and cool their Courage, or make them 
altogecher deſperate. 


And indeed, to.ſce the moſt part of the 
when they are engaged for their Lives, ond þc 
would judge them ro be by their Purluirs, ra 
ther qpt of their Wiers, and Madd-men, th 
Sober and Rational Perſons ; and they are ne. 
ccſſitate to force themſelves unto that Furie 
and Pathon, that fo their frowgrdnels ma 
ſomewhat ſupply their Ignorance , for if the 
declined to gh, jt would loſs them their Re 
quaciand Honours Therlre wa ha 

m t, andin Fighting it is odds 
they als MFR Shich g prefer they uſe 
all the 'moſt unkeemly and _—_— A@io 
' in the World ; all which will net do againſt 
compleat Artiſts ſuch as youare, - ir 
"And if it be asked why Ignorams (fot 1ex#tho 
| F = they will not take it ill I giye them this 3p 

| Diſtgnation , ſeing it is not one out of any 1 
Coremptro their Perſons, or refleftion _n 0 
$t-4 G their. 


\ 


| 


_ 


fo. A 


1” a dd an #© 
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if a Oe rs which may be very deſery- 

8 in cther things, but meerly becauſe ir is 

cuſtom amongſt Swordmen, to let all who 

1derſtand not the Arrot the Sword go un- 

r that Name) arc generally more Subje& 

| þ Paſhon and Forewardneſs in their Purſute 
an Artiſts. 

Ic is Anſwered , That in ſome Extremes 

cre is a Coincidence, and thar Art and Igno- 

ce way ſometimes act alike, as in the in- 

ance of Fea-and Coxrage, fur as Deſperation 

nic 1s the heigth of Fear, doth many times 

cing ſharpned by Neceſlity) excite Courage, 

dd beger Hopez ſo Temerity which is the 

ight of Courage , doth often (from expe- 

-nce.of Danger} breed Caution, which is a 
crct Fear; 


Now to make the application , Ignorance 

Om a {cenſe it bath of the Hazard and Dan- 

r 1t may receive from Arr, begers Fear or 

(ſpair, and being ſharpned up by this Def- 

ir which is as it were a leayen to make it. 
ment, It is torced and hoaved up(although 

ntrary to its Nature) to Courage and Fore- 
rdnels which I] may properly enough call, 

\Wemeritatis vel Ignorantie audacia, and which 

eXthould be never eſteemed nor made uſe of,ex> 

1} zpt in a great Extreme or Nec-ſlny, becauſe 
any I its ariſe from Ignorance, which 1s the 
penal found and caulc of its being ſo frequemlyput 


[ 
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in praftice by thoſe who have little or no Arqyq, 
and this I take to be the Reaſon of Ignorant. 
-having generally ſo hotand violent a Putſurg;, 


So by this you may perceive how Tgnorangpnd 


way p:ompt a Man to be Forward and VerCt 


torious as well as Art: now as Ignorance(which } = 
Diametrically oppolite to Art, and which ſhoulkhi 
1n reaſon produce nothing but Fear and Corn 
cern) doth excite Courage, fo doth Art,whiqdy 
in reaſon ſhould be Prolifick of nothing buſpre 
Courage and Heroick Actions , breed ſomqm; 
times Caution, which may be very well calle 

a diſcreet and reaſonable Fear, or rather P 
tie & experientie Cantela, and which is only « ſh; 
ſteemed and put in pradtice by Judicious an | 


Underſtanding Artiſts, becauſe it proceec 


from the experience which Art giveth then. 
| . oh 
of the danger they would run in making a y 
olent and inconfiderate Purſute , which is nq,., 
carried on with Judgement , and perforny5;, 
ed by Art, and thisisthe Reaſon why Artif] ,, 
are generally not ſo foreward and irregular if j,, 
rheir Purſutes as Jgnorants , but more cautionſ;}; 


and ſow, and conſequently more certain an or 


ſafe. 


Is it not therefore / from what I have bec 
ſaying J far more commendable, .ro be de: 
zerous and regular 1n our Offenſive and Defenſn 
mtions, then irregular, and as it were out of : 


Hopt 
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Arg ope, and in Depair, that if we overccme, 
T&M\we may be faid to have done it by Art and 
ſure udgement, and not at randome, and by chance, 
wanfinore beſeeming an irrational than a rational 
VenCreature. 


ich If it be, what Art can teach us better, than 
zoulfhis of Fencing ? I confeſs I need not recom- 

Mmend itto you, whoſe Inclinations have alrea- 
vhiddy led you that way, but perhaps it may not 
; buyprove an unſcafonable Advice to others who 
omdmay peruſe this & the foregoing Dedication. 


1 1 ſhall therefore {ay no more in Commen- 
” dation of this Noble and Gentlemany Art, but 
1Y Tſhall before I proceed, ſhew you the Method 
SJ] intend to follow in Communicating and 
cXaDiſcovering the Reaſons upon which it is 
v grounded,and the Source from whence all its 

.2 V1 Worth and Security doth flow; and for the 
15 D9 more regular Procedure fhall firft give you the 
or Yiingle Rules, one after another , which vou 
Mare alwayes to have in your Memory ; Then 

*ar Yfecondly each particular Rule by ir ſelf, with 
#10 the Reaſons ſubjoyned: iv it upon which it is 
nM orounded; And hirdly , ſome Remarkesand 
Obfervations, all which will be both Uſetul, 

. ” and if I miſtake it nor, pleaſant to the Reader. 


Yonſu Firft, The RULES; =D. 

of all NEfore I begin, I ſhall give you a Fundamen- 
Jopd tat, which in reſpeC of its Excelkency,ahd 
B 2 Uni- 


or Rule of Three,both becaule it is alwayesto be 


 defires: Thar. ba 
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Univerſality, I may call the Golden Number 


taken alongſt with you, and to be made ; 
part, (and that none of rhe leaſt) of cach Par 
ticular Rule I ama to give you, and allo be 
cauſe it conſiſts of Three important Terms ot 
Words, which are. 


Calmnels,-- Uigour,-: and Judgement 


Now theſe three Words in general, being a 
the only Foundation upon which all Truf,,, 
Fencing 18 built, and each Word in particulalſs,, 
beiog as it were a Column, or Pillar by whicly,, 
my Rules are to be ſupported, ( for withouf,,, 
them all would be bur Uncertain and Falſe] ,, 
I ſhall begin my Firſt Rule,which as well asa 
the reſt, 1s to be {upported by thoſe three in 
fallible, and never to be too exatly copie, 
Pillars of the compoſite Order, becaule eact}t* 
of them in ſome meaſure partake of the Beauſ/e« 
ty and Excellency of the other two, and 9%? 
that end Earneſtly and Seriouſly intreats and?” 


dud 
4 
E 


a | 


the 


KUDLE £ -- 

IP hatever you do, let it alwayes(if poſfible)be don by 

Calmely, and without Paſſion, and Precipitation, bull the 

ſtill with all Vigour, and Brichneſs imaginab| you 

your Judgement not failing to Direit , Order, anlf for 
Govern you 45 to both, 

RUL: 


—r_—_— 
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RULE 7 
co Of 


\de 4 With Calmneſs, Vigour, and Judgement, 
Part your ſelf into as Cloſs, Thinn, and Convenient a 
5 betGzard, a the Agility of your Body will permit. your 
11S Of eels being fill kept 4s near other as poſſible. 


RULE 117, 


ent} 7/b Calmneſs, V igour, and Judgement, 
. make uſe for your Defence) of the moſt Excellent, 
clDfznd not to be parrallelled Contre-caveating Par- 
TUrade, and that generally upon the outſide of your 
cula Sword, your left hand alwayes afitting you if any wayes 
OUCH doubtful of the Parrade; and that you may with the 
NOW more certainty defend your ſelf, look alwayes to your 
alſe Adverſary*s Sword- Hand. | 
asa 


> in RULE 7D71NT. 


pied Yb Calmnels, Vigour, and Judgement, 
eact{endeavour to Offend your Adverſary, by binding or 
eau ſecuring his Sword, and that for the moſt part allo 
id r4 #701 the ourfide, giving in a ſingle plain Thruſt upon 
andthe back of it, or if you pleaſe make a Feint upon the 
back of your Binding,your left Hand making alwayes 
a kind of Parrade, at the giving in of every Thruf, 
the better to ſave you from a Contre-temps 3 and 
e don by no means reſt upen your Thruſt, but inſtantly after 
n,0 the performing of it, whether you hitt or not, recover to 
able your Defenſive Poſture again ; This is the true Play 
, an for a Mans Life: but if ou be ſo far Maſter of =_ 
J A 


J 
1L 
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Adverſary, and ſo merciful to him that you defign 

not bis Life, but only to diſable him : Then. 
RULE P, 

With Calmneſs, Vigour, and Judgement, 
Thruſt at his Swbyd-band, Wreft, or Arm, or at his 
neareſt advanced Thigh, the wounding any of which 
once, or twice, will ſeldome fail to diſable him. 


RULE YL 

If your Adverſary be Haſty, Paſſionate, and pur- 
ſme Furiouſly, and Irregulary, then with Calmneſs, 
Vigour, and Judgement, Croſs, Stop, and Op- 
poſe bis Fury. but upon the contrary if Careleſs, Laſh, 
Slow, or perhaps Timeraus 
Vigorouſly, and with Judgement purſue him. 

| RULE 711. 

With Calmneis, Vigour, and Judgement, 
prevent your Receiving one Thruft for the giving ano- 
ther, called ( after that dangerous Word, and Artiſts 
Bug bear) a Contre-temps, and for that end the 
uſing your left Hand for a Defence upon your Pur- 
ſute, as Thave before told you, will not be found 
amiſs. 


RULE 777. 


Now to put a Cloſe ta my Rules, let them all be | 


aane within diſtance as much as poſſible, and with 
little oxnoElonge, or ftretch. of any part of the Body, 

ſave only that of the Wreſt & Arm (called a Spring) 
an as I defired you to begin, jol expe& you will con- 


tinue 


then alſo Calmly, }: 


i nu 
elle 


0 8 
VU. 
£ 
m7 | 
87 
E 


LIWC 
on 


Wit 
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efign inue and end all your Adions, with that miſt Ex. 
ellent Fundamental,and Golden Rule of Three, 


0 wits - 
cnt-(Calmneſs,---- Uigour,-- and Judgement. 


= And then no doubt, you will procure by the forego- 
wm Rules, advantage proportionable to the Art you 
eve acquired to put them in praftice. | 


.# But that my ReduCtion may yet better an- 
ard *Kner my Deſign, (which was to be ſhort and: 
on empendious ) and be more eaſlily - kept in 
'% your Memory, I have brought it into a nar- 
1 2frower Compals, by, as it were Epitomizing 
'Y3 lit as followcth. 


| «A Claſs Guard. 
-=Ule) The Contre-caveating- 
( Tarrade. 
Binding, 


ac, Calmneſs 


0- | with Vigour, and X 
[ts W ; 

udgementes re- 3 A Contretemps. 
the ent em ws Diſtances. 
gre Reſting upon « Thruſe. 
nd 


A Man muſt be certainly void both of Art 

and Memory, if upon all neceſſary Occa(1ons 

be he cannot furniſh. himſelf, with ſuch an Ex- 
th fccllent Preſervacive as this; bur ſeing the very 
y, | doubting of ir,would be ſo abſurd, an dilco- 
7} { ver ſo much a Mans Ignorance and weaknels, I 
1- | ſhall ſay no more, = (deſiring to leav© 1: as 


ſe 2 4 It 
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it were Ingraven in yout Memory) proceeJnor 
to the ſecond thing I propoled, which was. Rep! 

Secondly. han 


 FEach particular Rule, with the Real ior 
ſ{ubjoined to ir, upon which it is Grouaced. = 
RULE 7. 5 

Whatever you do , let it alwayes (if poſſible, ) gy 
done C:lmely, and without Paſſion, and Precifſhou 
pitation : &C. ped 
ilm 


The Reaſons upon which this Rule is =, 
un! 


grounded, are, 
| - 


 Brcauſe I find by Experience that Paſſionk 
expoleth a Man, and incapacicates him,tromf.; 
making uſe of his Art with chat Diſcretion, 
which 1srequired of him, to procure the un4,,.; 
denyable Advantage he bath by it, "= 


But that he may not by being adviſed rofſyhi 
Play Calmly, tall into the other Extreme offþgy 
Playing too Careleſly,Laſhiy,and perhaps Ti-h ct 
merouſly , ( it being difficult ro derermineþþoſi 
which of theſe two Extremes, do moſt EclipſeFen, 
a Mans Art, and conſequently molt expoſe ſhur 
him to his Adverſarics mercy )he is adviſed rofyh: 
counterfeit a kind of Paſhon , by playing 
Briskly, and V igourouſly, it being as it were 
a Medium, or it I may fo call ir a Ballance or 
Caxmerpoiſe,wbich upon the one H and prevents Þþut 
his ſinking in the Gulf of Unreaſonable, and Þus 


Un- 
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xecLlnmanly Fear, which would loſs him his 
35. Keputation, and Honour, dearer to a Man 
han his very Life, and upon the othet his a- 
cening the Ragged, Uncqual,and Diſperate 
4, Pock ot inconſt icrate Paſſh.n and Forward- 
©**Hhels, for which there isottentimes hard]y any 
Retreat, or Deſcent, but by the Life of a Mans 

) Apdverſary, if no his own with it, both which 

reciſhould be preſer veo as much as poſſible, in ce- 
pe,not only of the giear +in ic isagainſt God 
{lmighr(which to all Ch: it:ans ſhould be a (ut- 
cient Reaſon ) but allo in reipe& of the ſevere 
uniſhments the Laws Þoth of God & Man, or- 
10 in to be inflicted upon {uch as are guilty of 
OMe':her: And for eff-Quating of which,it I be not 
Oleccived this firſt Ruie will not a little contri- 
UNÞate,it it be practiſed cautiouſly & as I have or- 
 Percd inthe end of ir, with Judgment, without 
 TPfphich the beſt Rule I can give or invent to 
 ofÞou, will not ſignific a Straw, it bcing ſuch 
1 1-þ chict Ingredient,that without it all the Com. 
NCÞoſtions both for Defence and Offence, in our 
ple encing Pharmacopie would ſ1gnifhe bur 1irtle or 
ole thing. as I ſhall more fvllv hereafterceclare, 
tofrhcn 1 ſpeak to the Eight Rule. 


n 
”.. RULE 1 

or} With Calmnels.: Vigour, and Jadgement, 
Its Þut your ſelf into as Gloſs, Thinn, and convenient a 


nd Þuard, 8c. 
[1- The 


Te): 
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The Reaſons upon which this Rule is += 
Grounded, are. lice 


Becauſe it 13 moſt certain,that the cloſer a Ma wn 
link cothe Ground, the more {ecure he is tron... 
all the Thrults which may be given in beneatl 
his S« ord at the lower parts of his Body,whicl In 
without all manner of doubt are both very: 
dangerous, and moſt difficult ro Defend, be de 
caulc the Parrades of them lic not ſo NaturalP®? 
Iy co a Mans Hand ( ſuppoſing him to ſtand the 
tO a High Guerd)as the Parrades of the Thruſt uh 
given in above, and that cither without rh{'© 
Sword or within it. 9 © 


And the Reaſon is , becauſe in the Defenſi 47 
part of the ſmal Sword, all the Parrades th: 

are made bencath the Hand are a great deaf Bc 
ftronger and firmer, becauſe they are, anqÞul 
ought to be done with a Ferk or Spring$'El 
whereas all the Parrades of the Thruſts beloyP bc 
the Sword , ſuch as that of Feint a la tefte, Volt ols 
coupee, F lancanade , Under counter . &C. muſt be fr 
all Cfuppofing him to ſtand to a High Guard BAK! 
parried Slopwayes, & your Adverſaries SwordÞ1cl 
born oft, and alittle up, as it were, by yours$s Y 
which both hindereth the Spring and weakenF'® ! 
cth the Parrade, by reaſon of the compelleÞ!! 
Poſture and Diſpoſition of your Hand, borlfs ": 
which Inconveniences are abſolutely GuardW! 
cd againſt and ſhunned, by ſinking cloſs ro the th 
Ground 


VADE-MECUM, &c. IF 
round, and keeping the Hilt of your Sword 
little higher than your Knee, and the point 
ittle hioher than your Hilr, becaule this po- 
re prevents the playing of any of the aboye 


Ma 
rof-:ioned low Thruſts upon you. 


res In the ſecond place, I order a thinn Guard, 
cauſe it would beto no purpoſe to ſink clols, 
Ld endeavour by it rocover one part of your 


1raÞdy, £0 wit that beneath your Sword, when 
2:nd£12c lame time youdilcoyer your left Side, a 
rt of your Body, which as much if not more 
pFlcrves to be {lecured, becauſe in it is contain- 
, one of the moſt Noble, and (if wounded) 
nf oſt Mortal parts of a Man's Body, I mean 


e Hearr. 
th: 


deal Belides reaſon will teach a Man, that he 
andould make himſelf as little a mark for his 
ringÞverlary to thruſt ar as poſſible, and I know 
JowP beirer Method to do thar, than by ſinking 
Yolefols ro the Ground, and keeping back vour 
} bEtt ſhoulder or {ide,the one which is {inking, 
rd Baking your Body ſhorter, and the other, 
ordich 1s keeping back your Lefr Side, mak- 
urs88 your Body thinner, which two anſwerthe 
-en$0 things required by common and Natu- 
leÞ!l Reaſon, viz. The making a Mans Body as ſhort 
old narrow a Mark for bis Adverſary to Thruſt at, as 
irdYible. 1 confeſs this Poſture of ſinking to cloſs 
the the Ground, 1s a little Uneaſic at firſt ro be 


mc acqu!- 
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acquired by thoſe who have not been accy,« 
ſtomed to it, bur a lirtle Praftice in this,as | py 
all other things, will make it become in a ſhoſ,c,; 
tim? as Familiar and Eafte, asany other Pd, | , 
ſture; theretore ler nor us Uncaſine(s at firſ,q 
dilcourage any perſon trom arempring to learf,;} 
it, for the advantage he will reap by it aftef;1; 
wards, will ſufficiently Recompence the Pai, .; 
and T rouble he was at to make himſelf M4,,;; 
ſter of it. f «| 


Ia the third Place, I order a convenicrfan 
Guard,ſ{uch as the Agility of your Body wiſtra! 
permit, and by that I mean, thar although] x 
have ordered ſinking to the Groand, and $1, 
Tkinn Body; yet rather than that a Mag, 
ſhould (by not having chat Agility of the Bodg,, 
and Prattice requiſte to perform that Poſtur..; 
force and conſtraia himſelf into a . Guark,, x 
which would be uncafie to him, by reaſon dþ;,, 
his endeavouring to obey exattly my Rule,þ, 
am rather ſarished that he ſink but {ſo muchg,.; 
and keep (o thinn a Body as he findeth him(eF? , 
moſt firm in, and from which he i« moſt ablf.._ 
ro defend himſelf, and Purſue bis Adverſar He 
although it be not exactly according to tht 
firſt Dire&tionsT gave him- "q 

And the Reaſon for which I allow him thiÞ. 
Latitude, is becauſe | find all conſtrained Pe | 


ſures, weaken both a Man's Defence _—_ 
ute 
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acclite, and had rather hayc a Man Play from 
45 I Poſture wherein he can uſe his YVigeur, al- 
Mough ir be not altogether ſo lecure and cloſs 
T P& 1 could wiſh it, than lee him play Feeblely 
 firſad Feintly trom a Poſture, for which he 
learfich not had Practice enough to make ir Fa- 
afteÞhiliar and Eafie, cven although that Poſture) 
all reſpect of another Perſons Agility, may be 
 M&Þund to be the more ſafe, and ſecure Poſture 
f the two, becauſe of its cloſnels , but which 
nicrannor be {o to bim, by reaſon of the Con- 
' wiftraint it putteth upon him. 
181] Bur I give not this Allowance to make a 
0d Man negligent in acuſtoming himſelt to a 
Mag1ofs and thinn Guard, not at all, it is only 
0dÞranted to him upon Neceſhity.and for atime, 
turGintil he hach ha ſo much Praftice as to make 
Jalk Familiar, and Eaſe to his Body, which the 
" Tooner it be,{o much the better, therefore by 
Ic Fo means {pare either Pains or Labour to ace 


ul 1uire it, 


" The Fourth thing I order is, That your 
arzHcels be ſtill as near otbes as poſſible, bur ſe- 
 rhing the Reaſon I have for this will come more 
properly in, when I ſpeakto the Eight Rule, 
+4] ſhall forbear the ſetting it dowr#till then,and 
p1® preſent proceed to my Third Rule which is 


Pu RULE 


ICC 
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RULE 17, Cv 

With Calmneſs, Vigour, and Judgemeng'Ve 
make uſe (for your Defence ) of the moſt Excelle$ 9 
#14 not to be paralleled Contre-cayeating Papcu 
radc: &c JUT. 


The Reaſons upon which this Rule is 
Grounded, are. nay 


Becauſe I find the Contre=caveating Partat rhe 
to be ſo ſafe and general a Parrade,that a Maj, 
who can rightly make uſe of it,needeth almoÞÞ,; 
no other, for whereas to leveral of the Leſſakny 
you muſt ule proper and particular Parradehy | 
{uch as are the Parrades which are ina mar 
ner Peculiar to Feint a ls Teft , Volt-coupee, Fla + 
canade: Undercounter, 8c : If you make uſe Fr 
the Contre caveating Parrade s you ſave ti h 
Trouble of chooſing a particular Parrade, anj2 
alſo, the running the hazard of being ſurprþ-1t 
ſed by a Quick-banded Adverſary, (who bt 
fore you can well think upon what Parrade Jia 
moſt proper to Defend the Leſſon you imagin{s! 
he is going to Play, would have the Thrufſbe 
home at you) but making uſe of this Parrad% 
exatly, you will certainly have your defight 
of Defending your ſelf. n 


Beſides in making uſe of other Parades T 
man may be deceived, byreaſon of his judginſ, 
that the thruſt will be given within theSword * 
whe 


ng 
art 
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hen it is really deſigned to be given without, 
r without the Sword when it is really tobe 
netgiven- within , ſo that alrhough a Man have 
celled quick enough Parrade , and a good Eye; yet 
; Papou ſee he may be deceived with other Par- 
*  hades becauſe ofhis wrong judging of the com- 
pg in-oft the Thru, bur making uſe of this 
zrrade as he ſhould, he will never be deceived, 
for this Parrade Crofleth and Contoundeth the 
rraQhole Art of the Sword, as Binding, Slipping, 
Map lain thruſts, fingle and double Feints of all kinds, 
ImoB.arting, Volting, &c, which cannot be ſaid of 
Leſſs ny other particular Parrade of the Sword, but 


radep this moſt Excellent Contre caveating Parrade. 
mal : _— . 
.Flaj4 And the Reaſon is, becaule it is a Circular 


uſe Farrade including a whole Circle, whereas the 
e thþtherParrades make but a Part of a Circle,and 
, anjn ſo much as they come ſhort of the whole 
arprſſircle, in lo far arc they Defeftive and Un- 
10 b&crtain, becauſe the Thruſt may come in at 
-ae bat part of the Circle, which the Parrade 
aginſwhatever one it be} left Uncloſed or Unfini- 
"hrufſhed, and therefore the ſecond Parrades in 
arra@@uart and Terce with a Slooping Point, are 
lefighnore {ecure and cerrain,although not ſo quick 
nd firm, as the firſt Parrades in Part and 
Dy Gt with the Point a little higher than the 
J 7 FHilt,& bat becauſe theſe make more of aCirche 
h wy han thir do, but this Contre-caveating Parrade 


IS 


whe 
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is a great dea! more Secure then eirhes of them 
for it maketh nt only one whole Circle, buſSe 
{ometimes tw. or three, which is the realon JN 
its {0 infaliibly iecling and Engaging the AdRe 
veraries Sword, and conſequenny of its bei 
ab 
c 
\c 


ſo Intailible a Parrade. 


In the Second place, I order it to ve uſe 
gen-raly up"n the on:{1'e, and my Reaſo 
for that is, becan'e fi (t it diiorderech a Mar 
Adverſirizs Swrd-hand mach more to Parri$hC 
Bind or Secure him upon the Oarfide of h$*8 
Sword, all wh c1 this Parrade dth , then off » 
Parr'e, Bin4 or Secare, him upoa the inf17e, an a 
that b-caul: when yo Parrie or 8in4 w thi 
the Natura! Poſture of his hand Facilitats botſhor 
his redoubling «© athruſt upon you,it he defighre 
ir, and nis {lipping you when you ar. goingnd 
to Bind him, which is juſt contrary when yaſthe 
Offer to Parrie or Bind him with ur, fr the ay 
the dilpoſition of his hand is lo forced our of thhea 
caſje, ard natural Situation ct i',that it rende 
him, if not uncapable, yet a: leit a great deÞFe 
flower both in hb redoubling,8& fl pping. Anfſup 
this is the Advantage you will reap by Parrihe 
ing with the Co tr? caveati”g Parrade Upon ty 
out Side of your Advcrſarics Sword. v1: 


There is ver another conſiderable Advantagf 
which a Man may have by ufing this ParradſÞC 
and it is this, if ic ſhould be a Mans fortune Far 
be Engaged in the dark, all the Parrades - t 

Ol 
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henjWorld\will ncyct ſofind our, Engage, and 
» buSecure his Adverſary's (word as this will,tor if a 
on Mans Sword came inthe Dark, but within the 
> AdRcach of yours, it will be impoſlible-for. you 
beinfbut you mult feel ir, becauſe of the Realons 

above mentioned; which will be a means to 

. x{$ccure you from the uncertain Attacque of your 
-1{oAdverfary;' andalſo make you more certain 
Mart what you-are to.doe your Selt, even al- 
>.--hough it bein the Dark, which isan Advan- 
of hage that no-orher-Parrade will yeild you bur 
en |, and therefore in my bumble opinion noc 
nba denegleQed or undervalued. |. 
thid The Third- thing that I ordered, 'was that 
bothour Jeft hand ſhould alwaycs aſſiſt you, if you 
cl1o yere any wayecs doubrttullot the Parrade, and 
70infadeed this is ſo neceſlary a thing ,eſpecialy in 
| yaſthe Offenſiatrparr, that what I intend moſtly. to 
 theſay.of.ic;Efball refer ro my diſcourſe upon the 
of thhext Bold, ::{ being ©n- Qffenſve one ) and at 
ndet efent fhallonly, lay, when the Contre caveating 
: deFeorrade requireth the,ule of the left Hand to 
Anfupply its wants, with what Confidence cau 

arrifhe othes Parrades claim the Name they have, 
1 thiſeing they 'are ſo deficient (in reſpect of it). ro 
vive a Man that Satisfaftion and Security, 

12 hich hut juſtly he ſbould expect, tor the'La- 
+radÞout and'Pains he bath heen at, .to, Lindgr- 
ne mfland, -Learn, and put chem..in Practice, .: . 
nt C Pu 


Vor 
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' But not to be tedious the laſt thing Tordeth, 
ed was, thatto Defend your ſelf with the mote 
ccrtainry,you ſhould look alwaysto your Ad 
verſariesSword-hand, and the Reaſon of thigl, 
is , becauſe if you ſhould endeavour to drauys.; 
any obſeryation from his eyes,he may deceive, 
you by looking in your Face, when he incend o 
ro thruſt at your, Belly, or looking at youif, 
Belly when he inrendstothruſt you in cheFaceF,;. 
or if it ſhould ſo fall our-that your Adverſar: 
Squint,it is in thar caſe -impoſfible- tor you byk...- 
lookivg'to ſuch a Perſons Eyes, coConjetun 
where, and at what Part of your Body.he inf. - 
rends tothruſt, T2173. Be 

Neither will a Man though his Adverfarſqc 
have a ſtraight look perceive itwell;or be alrc $ 
gether certain uponwhat part of his Body the; * 
thruſt is comming in,by even lopking'ito rthF"** 
Swords blade, firſt by Reaſon of itsclearnel*"* 
which in a manner 'dazellech a MansEyes witlffj”* 
the motion it makerh; -Secondly'by: Reaſorf< 
of the {wiftneſs of its motion,--which'is 4 greaſÞ?* 
deal (wifter then that'of his hand, for his hanQ? / 
being the Center,and the Swords point'the circumi..*! 
Ference, and the Sword as it were a'Line Dre y 
from that Crrcumference to the handor center, [ | 
which it is in a manner fixed, it \will by; * 
Mathematicall demonſtration follow 5 thatall chif'*< 
Parts of the Sword trom the Hand to the Poinff 6 

ms . 
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NUhmnake proportionably a Swifter motion then the 
Fland doth, as they are diflant from ir, and 
hi 10 nearer approach to thee Point or Circumference: 
A trice Simile of which is a Wheel, the Neave or 
 Fenter of which Repreſenteth the Hand, the 
"VSpoaks the Sword, and the Rimm, or outmoſt Cir- 
_Pnfererce the Swords Point; Now (ct the heel 
1 Motion by turning it abour, and you ſhall 
_ erceiye pretty diſtintly the Spooks in their 
7” otion at the Center as they are turning, bur 
' 'ou ſhall not at all perceive them in their Mo- 
"> $ioni-at the Rimm or outmeſt Circamference, 'by 
- ""Healon of the Swifmntſs of their Motion; it is 
ſto with the Nitin of a Sword at the Hile 
1d Point. : 

lol <5.chat, ro look to the middle of a Swords 
 rþÞ/2dez or within, a Foot of its Hile, is not fo 
of$<rtain as to look to its Hitt, becauſe the Mo- 
"ion of rhe Sword, at that Foots diffance from 
"The Hilt, or at the middle of it, is a great deal 
-uicker, than the Motion at the Hi, which 
5 it was ſaid before,isas it were the Center and 
"Therefore the loweſt Mover, and conſequent. 
y the ſafeſt to look to ; but to look tg 
he Swords Point, which 1s the outmoſt Circum- 


1.8 
th Fertace, is yet wortt of all, for ir being double 
14 e Diſtance from the Center, or Hilt, that the 


middle of the Szord.1s, and every part of che 
Fword moving in proportion Swiftlicr, as chey 
C 2 are 


oir 
2 
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are farther diſtant from the Center, it will b 
Demonſtration follow , that the Motion-off 
the Sword at the Point, exceeds the Motionf: | 
of it at the Middle, 'as much as the Motion affont 
the Middle, exceeds the Marion at the Centa 'F 
or Hil, WES . ..... op 
Therefore, to look to the Point, or Cirewniſ® 
' ference of the Sword, that ſo aMan' may bk ria 
certain of its Motion, is Ridiculous, and-Unf 
certain , by. reaſon of .its being the; Switrellſ®- 
'Mmer; | and ro look to the Middle partiof:the : 
Sword, although I confeſs ic to be more-cercaing] h 
than to look to rhe Point gy,yet it is alſo notaſyoi 
all robe Trſted co, by reaſon that its MorionJt 1 
1s roo quick ; but to look (according to: myſſho! 
 Dire&tion) to the Sword-band , Or Center, 1s all 
thing moſt certain,and valy to.be Truſted tc pi 
(and that becauſe of its flow Motion) for thigdet 
'berter perceiving the Motion of the Sword;andan 
- finding out where a Mani intends to*Thruſt, 
as I thiak I haye fully Demonſtrate, and witt 
outthe Obſervation of which, a Man can neYT} 
.Ver with Confidence, apd Afurance ſay, thalfl Shi 
he cither is, or can be,' Maſter of the Parradiſ yo 
: COSCEE IF. Ic: 
With Calmnels, Vigour,: and Judgemer 
Braling - 


endeavour to Offend. your Adverſary ; by. 
or Secaring' bis Sword. ,-and that for-the mat 


part, 8c. ; 


Th 


p 
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1 byſ + '-::7he Reaſonr upon' which this Rule 
0-0 0 is Grounded, are. . 
tioof| Becauſe it is found that Binding, or Securing 
o afſones Adverfaries Sword, before a Man offer 
enteric give home any Thruſt Chis left Hand mak- 
ng alwayes a kind of Parrae at the giving in 
of every Thruſt) -is the only Safe and Secure 
Play; with either Blznts or Shaypes; to ſecure 
; Man from Contre-temps, and Thruſfts from 
he Refpoſks, which I ſhall endeavour to prove. 


Suppoſe you intend but ro Play a plain 
tang] bruſt upon your Adverſary, then unleſs 
otalyou firſt Secure-his Sword, by beating .it out 
jonfſof the way, you muſt certainly Thruſt ftraignr * 
njJhome , wictHour: ſo much as regardivg his 
is Swords. being juſt oppoſite to, and preſenred a-- 
I toffgainſt you, and in'that Caſe, whar ſhould hin- 
the Ter him to Thruſtjuſt as you are 'Fhruſting, 
andJand to Contre-temps with you 2 y 
ultF - You will perhaps ſay, your Thruſting cloſs 
11S by the Feeble of his Sword, will bear off his 
ay Thruſt , or the quarting of your Head and 
val Shoulders well will ſave 1t;but do not deceive 
J your ſelf with this fancic ; for in the firſt place 
Flcan aſſure you , that although when you 
play upon a Maſters Breaſt,he may ſuffer you 
oO I hruſt alwayes cloſs to his Sword, yet in 
fl Practice it will not be in your power once in 
Ix Thruſts,to have the opportunity of. thruſt- 
G3 © ing 


Y ; 
tee 
$ 


"I 
©. 
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Ing cloſs. to yaur Adyerſaries Sword, 'and fo 
tbat will not hold, But ſecondly, ſuppoſe 
you ſhould Thruſt clofs ro your Adverſaries 
Sword, and quart your Head and Shoulders 
well, what doeth hinder your Adyerſary, to 
fink the Point of his Sword, as you are Thruſt- 
ing, and wound yor at the ſame time in the 
Belly: for ir ts certain your Swerd cannot de- 
fend two parts at once , and if you qwert your 
Head and Shoulders well, and Thruſt cloſs to 
your Adverſarics Sword above, then you arc 


diſcoyered below , which giveth him the Oc-ſ 


caſton, and Opportunity, it be can take ir, to 

\Contre-temps you, {o this is as Uncertain and 
Unſecure as the other, and thus.in moſt part 
of the other Leſſone,as well as in a plain Thruſt, 
doth a Man expoſc himſelf. | 


I canonly cxcepr Flancanade and Batterie,but 
yet they are not ſo ſecure as Binding; for Bind- 
ing putteth your Adverlaries Sword quite out 
of the way, ſo that if you do it Strongly and 
Neatly, you may haye your Thruſt home, 
and your Body in its Defenfive poſture again, 
before hjs Sword come into the ſtraight Line 
betwixt your Body and his, or be in ſuch a 
Diſpoſition as he can wound you with it, but 

'no other Leſſon doth this ſo well as Binding, and 
therefore none of them is ſo Good or Safe. 


Is true the moſt pare of the orher Leſſons - 
| M 
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by Cunning and Subtility, as it were Inſenſi- 
bly Cheat and Dukoy your Adverſaries Sword 
gur of the ſtraight Line, as all kind of Feints, 
&c. And indeed ] muſt confels he betrayes his 
Ignorance but too much, ' who ſuffers himſelt ro 
be ſo Dackoyed and Cheated, both out of his 
Arr, and I may fay ſomerimes his Life, with 
ſuch kind of Tricks; but Binding doth with fo 
much Vigour and Firmneſs beat your Adverſa- 
ries Sword, and force it out of the way, that 
unleſs he be a great Artift, it is impoſſible for 


| him to Reſiſt, or Oppoſe it: and therefore ic 


15 the only {ecure play to be made ule of for a 
Man's-Life, and the only means to ſecure a 
Man, as faid is. 

Firſt, from a Contre-temps, becauſe of his Ad- 
verſaries Sword being forced ont of the way by 
1t, which incapacitates him to 'T hruſt, uoril a 
Man bath given histhruſt,and recovered him- 
ſelf to his Defenſive Poſture again ; but ro make | 
ſure Work, and to prevent more certainly a 


Contre-temps,clpecially it your Adverſary ſhould 


be a good Sword-man , you ſec I order your 
left Hand to make a kind of Parrade or De- 
fence, at the giving in of every Thruſt, ſo that 
it this be done Neatly, and with Diſcretion, 
youarea great deal more ſecure from a Con- 
tre-temps, than if you did omitit ; And indeed 

know no other way a Man can be certain of 
his Defence but this, and what I ſaid in my 
on Reaſons 
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Reaſons to the precceding Rule of the Contre: hr 
caveating Parrade, | may ſay nere of Binding, ho 
' that if ic ſtand in need of the uſe ofthe let (ci 
' Hand, to ſecure it from a Contre-zemps, what 
Securiry can a ManexprR, from playing any ft: 
of the other Leſſons. - 3:4p6d.ctef + 4+ 
Bur this Bindeng with the uſe of the left Hand, ſh: 
doth not only ſave yon as I ſaid from Cone: J. 
temps; 'But {ſecoadly, preſerves you alſo from 
thruſts from the Refpoſt, & to make it with the Þ 
ule of the left Hand -joyned to ir, yer more 
cficQual againſt Centre eemps,and T hruſts from 
the Reſpoft ,, I bave joyned a great and conſide- 
Table helperto ut,by adviſing you nor to reſt Fp11 
at all upon your I hruſt, bur ro recoyer your þ, 
Body inſtantly ro your Defenſive Poſture, after {jy 5 
the giving in ofevery Thruſt, although your 
Thruſts ſhould not be deſigned home , but 
even halt Thruſt ; che cuſtom of reſting upon 
ones Thruſt is ſo Dangerous, and bath ſuch F, 
bad Conſequences, that I am perſwaded, he 
. can never be a good Sword man, not play {c- 
curely who 1s guilty of it, which Ithink is 4 
{ſufficient enough Reaſon, to make any Man 


_ 


o: Judgement guard againſt ir. 

Now thir three, viz. Binding, The Uſe of the 
left Hand.and the quick recovering of the Body after 
every Thruſt, are io Linked together, that they 
may become a certain Deicnce againſt Contre. 
terps, and Thruſts from the Refpyft, that'any 

v8 Cne 
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tre þne of. theta without the other two, would- 
7, ho RAO prove cficual, hut, the- three 
ett þcing wrought and joyned together, do make 


nat 
oy 
id, 


frees 


) ſtrong a; Barricade, and fuch a ſecure and 
rfallible Deſence, that no Contre-temps.in the 
World, nor any Thruſts from the Refpoſts,can 
nake a breach upon it, or render it IneffeCtual. 


| Andto make this the more clear, conſider 


"M Far although by Binding you may force your 
nc Bidverſarics Sword out of the way; yer if he 
IC can Arif, and hayea quick Hand, he may 
rs before your Thruſt be home, bring his Sword 


into the right Line again , and give you a 
1ruſt as{oon almoſt as you can give yours, - 
although you was the firſt Mover: now the on- 
ly way to prevent this,isto (irengthen this de- 
ce of Binding, & making it more {ccute by 
joyning the {econd thing ordered to it, which - 
Ol yas the help of the left Hand,notwithſtanding 
F of which your Defence is yer uncertain,8 im- 
© FperfeR, for although by uſingyour left Hand, 
you may turn off the Thruff he was giving 
home at you, yet if you reſt upon your thruſt, 
he may alter and change the giving in of his 
thruſt,and ſocheat and deceive your left hand. 
the | Theretore to let your defence have all the cer- 
ter Ftainty imaginable you mult yet farther ſtreng- 
ey then it, and make it as it were impregnable, 
re. fby joyning to che uſe of the left Hand , a 
quick Recoyery of the Body, which woe 
| make 
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make the Defence upon your Purſure mdf 
Certain and Infallible,-it the Fault be not ya Ibe 
' own, or that you have not acquired Arr. © 
nough to put them exatly in Praftice. 11s 


And as for my Advice to Bind generally " 
pon the outſide of the Sword, whar 1 ſaid i; 
my Reaſonstothe preceeding Rule, concernſ;.- 
ingthe making uſc of the Contre-caveating P 
rade generally upon the Outſide, may be 4 N 
ſo aid here of Binding gchcrally upon the OuY® 
fide, and therefore 1 reter you to what I faif 
there, not doubting but that I haye ful h 
conyinced you, that (according to my Ruleſ®®?! 
thereis no True and Secure Play with Shar 
and for a Mans Life, but by Binding, or Leſſut"© 
proceeding from it, the ule of the left Hand” 
and a quick Recovery of the Body, perfeQinff { 
with the Binding your Deſence upon all youlſ 
Purſures : But f you deſign not your Adyaſ*”* 
fries Life, but only to diſable him, Then. IF * 


RULE F. « fy 

With Calinneſs, Vigour, and Judgementfare 
Thruft at bis Sword-band, Wreſt, or Arm, «ffig1 
«t bis neareſt advanced T high, &c. ba 


The Reaſons upon which this Rule is by 
Grounded, are. on 


Becaule I find the more home a Man pla þ a 
eth his Thruſts, the more he expoſcth himſelf}: © 
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nd islyable to Thruſts from the Refpofts, and 


beit a Man in playing tor Life and Death, 
; neceffirat fomerimies to play home part of - 


His Tbruſts fully ro ch: Body, yer when he 
Both not deſign the Life of his Adverſary, 
7 here is not thar neceſfity tor giving them to 
Tully home, and ſo he necderh not fo expoſe 


* F 


himſelf. . | 
Now it he intends not to expoſe himſelf,and 


ſect elgns to diſable his Adverſary, Whars 


ethod can there be, then for him to 


1{IThruſt at thoſe parts of his Adverſaries Body 
Sbich. lic neareſt to him, and which he can 
", Weach without almoſt any kind of Hazard, or 

 Fllretch! of his Body, ſuch as are the 4rm, Wreſt, 


Bword-band, and Thighs, and which if'hit, do 


Tz ſoon diſable a Man, as any wounded Mem- 


of the Body,by reaſon of the many _ 


(rteries, Muſcles, Sinews, which ate containe 
1 them, | 


This is alſo an excellent Rule to be obſerved 
by Little, and Short Men, againſt thoſe who 


tare Tall and Vigorous, and whoſe great De- 


fign is alwayes to Contre-temps, when a Man 


playeth fully home any Thruſt co their Body, 


la 
it Rf 


by reaſon of the Advantage they have of their 
ong Reach or Elonge. Ir is alſo excellenc to 
lay much from rhe Reſpoſt upon ſuch kind of 
erſons; Bur 1 think 1 need ſay no more for 
' ,proy- 


Th $S FOR D4M'4N'S;- 
proving - of this; the Rule it (elf being ſo clear]; 
that it needeth no Commentary. 

' RULE PZ 
If your. Adverſary be Haſty, Paſſionate, and Pu 
fue Fariouſly,and Irregularly, "then with Calmne 

Yigour, .and Judgement, &c. 

' The Reaſons upon which this Rule is 


| Grounded, are. 4 * 
Becauſe it is found by Experience, that no j; 


thing encourages a Man more (who. is of aþ.g,. 
Foreward Humour) to continue his violentÞ;p 
Purſute, than the yeilding altogether to him, 
and not offering any wayes to reſiſt him ; {o}. 
that by Croſhing, Stopping, and Oppolingf, 
his Fury, I mean that a Man ſhould alwayaſ 
ſo ſoon as ever he hath preſented his Sword, ÞÞ ,; 
counterfeit a Real, or make a true half Purs 
- fute, which are alone, and which half Purſute 
will be found extremely neceſſary in puttinga 


ſtopro the Violence , and Fury of his Adyer: 
fary- | 


For if you obſerye it, you will find for the yy; 
moſt parr, that all Foreward Humors if giveng an 
Liberty to, do Extravagae extremely. andy 6. 
become moſt Inlolent, Impertinent, and Un 
ſupportable, bur if. they be in the leaſt check- 
ed, ir ſtopeth their Carricr,and maketh them 
trucly. diſcover their Natural COTE re0s 

| | whic 
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clear phich juſt uponthe othier Extreme of ſuffer- 
ing all Reproaches, and being Heftored'ard 
Bafficd at all Hands 7 in, 
' Pur' But as in moſt part of things there is ſome 
neſsÞ Bxceptions,' fo'is there in 'this alſo; becauſe 
there may be ſome Met of agreat deal of .Na- 
I tural Courage , © who being' ſenſible of their 
pwn weakneſs and ignoratice.in-the! Art" of the 
-— {8word;, dofind it abſoluredy-neveflary C:when 
| c {t-is heir misforrune to be'engaged ) L's 
| that wanr'by'brisking irou ,-' and confoands 
entÞing their Adverſary it pbffible by their-for- 
My wardnels, althongh he be @ very good 'Swerd- 
5. 10] mer, (but if he be ſuch; neither their Briskneſs 
ling] not Forwartneſs will do the buſineſs, )- and as 
"81 (aid; their Natural Force and Courage, fur- 
"J aiſh thera whetewitball co pufh it to che very 
'J outmoſt,but there are few People of thisflamp 
to be found , and where an Artiſt meets with 
'84J onc of thoſe... he will meet with wwenty-who 
'CI'F are ſuch asÞ before deſcribed... _...... 
- But with whom:ybu plcaſe.;.cither 

hcl with Ps... of the firſt and. ſecond conſtivanion 
'OY and hamowr; orwith Artiſts of cicher., a con- 
nd Gant and vigorous balf parſate , ( for you can 
Io: turn it'into, a true one when you pleaſe) is 
ck: the only method to make-;your Arr 'effettu- 
My al, and their irregular paſſion'and ignorant cox- 
nf rage.,, to tutn into ſmoak, and cyaniſh in 
ET” : 
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I nced bur ſay little of the ſecorid part t of the ; a 
Rale, 'which js,if/ your PP 
Careleſs, Laſh, Slow, icrouÞ * 
that then with Golumſs, V nt 
youſhould purſue him; Fig ge 
leſs, hecan be no great Artif, at leaſt eh he be 
his Careleſncls incapacitars hin from puteir 'C: 
his 4rt.in, praftice, and conſequendy reaping ©: 
ne Croatia o_ 
ral&;then alchough he have Art, yer it - 
ath Cowerdiceneſs, which alſo rendereth gi Py 
uſelets .to him, and-i in both thoſe Caſes y 
—_— —_ tO Go /het m on your {ec _- 
2 uling your with Judgement, Conf: 
vinceand Demonſtrate to him (by letring him! 
feel ſome of your gentleſt Thruſts): how fi 4-9 
are Maſtet of him, and how much he Dy 
lnyour Mercy. Jovi 
give 22: RULE IL WI 7 
With Calmneſs, Vigout, - «nd Jadgement - 
prevent your receiving one Thraift for the. giving ant 
ther,called ( after that dangerons Name, and Artil ' ihy 
Bupe-beat) « Contre-temps,; &c, 
The Reaſinis upon which this Rwle is _ 
Gronaded, are: : 'F. 


| 
| Becaulc certainly all the Ar: In the We \X 
aifies not a Farthing, if a Man cannot by k 
iby Defend binxelf from a Contre-t J10 ts ; 
pr what doth it ayail or profit a Mano pur 


PC 


= 
” 
- 
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.. his Adyetlary with all the Offenfve Art; imia- 
Ms: able, and wound bim, if at the fare time 
| be is wounded himicli, and that he;doyh. not 
MWBack, or Second that'his Offenſive Art, of pur- 
ic, with bis Defenſive : Art; that ſo he may 

"Mun a Contre-temps: 

- Y Can it be any ſatisfaction to him, that out. 
- Wf Eagerneſs to give his Adverſary a wound, 
hath ſuffered hinaſelt by bis Carcleſneſs,” ro 
ceive one perhaps much mote Dangerous? 

+ Kertainly to any Artiſt or Man of Judgeweir it 
Hari be none; but. rather a matter of Regrate 
Enuch Pains and Trouble to acquire #rx;, and 

- Shen tro make ſo bad-ule of it, as theill Con- 


tequences of exchanged Thruſts do too often = 


\. cove ; therefore to-preyent ſuch Miſchiefs, 
Tobſerye this Rule, and what I bave ſaid in my 
Reaſons: for the Fourth, where you will. find 

Satisfaftion, and infallible DireRions. both 
) prevent Contre-zemps, and Thruſts from the 
- þ\ eſpoft. | | BJ | 

wt : Bur me-thinks I hear ſornc Foreward- Igno- 

Sas Gaying, that this Advice maybe yery 
\ 00d: for 4rtifs to obſerve, who have been 

© Ffaught both how to Offend their Adverſary, . 

'tidknd - alſo tro Defend theraſclves,” upon their 

y iPurſute from a Centre-temps,/ if their Advetſary 

mp; lefign one, bur for ſuch Ignerants as they i 

| | W 
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who would neither be atthe Expences'to ini 
plo Maſters to InſtruR them inthis re, nafor 
If they did: | iniploy them, could rake the'pait c 
to follow it out, underſtarid i #,"avdipur-ic ffi 
praRice;- it ſignificth nothing, andalf': e nll 
that isſpent in cither Writing, obAdy if 1 
ic by word of Mouth, $burſo maeh Joſicit ' 
and Labour in yain. vin oO) nz 


In Anſwer to which, 1!F all i it he frſ at 
that ds to whattehaces to theftiy i 2 Gonl 
ek indeed nothing,” ih reſpe& cat ihiy's 
{pnorant, and have hot Are to'make my Dif, 
retionseficual, for-\niy yer at Ab$ 
ſtraSvf the beft. 'Rulds4n Fencing, "which afar 
ro be moſt | exattly obſeryed, bythe ire: . 
of Swir#men, ſo that to'all who are cicher: hjovr 
zorans, or who have oiily the bare'Thiory with fot 
out Prattice proporti6nable co ir; thir foregoſſ 
ing' Advices and Rifles wete neverideſigned aff: 
[ beforetold ir in my: Dedication 172512; Wt 


Steondly, had I beer! th adviſe Tynorants, Þ'f 
wool] have deſired them to do the quite con X 
pare "which 'istobe thoſt Foreward;and iff 

'moſt Furivuſly;'ahd Irrcgularly, * 
endeavour to woutd their Adverkatry,”h  " 

h + coſt chemſelves' what it would z-iand-'r Þ 
Reaſon'bsclear, becauſe it'is moſteyidenr ch bf; 
all the Adyantage-an' Jenorant ccan' expel -x 


hayc'of at-Artift, muſt flow from his Furia! 
an” 
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ind Violent Purſure, and endeayouring to 
force bis Advetfary to Contre-temps with him 
1jycry Thruſt, (but this will have bur a ſmall 
ie fect againſt a True Artif) for if he ſhould 
abfict not to Purſe, but endeavour Naturally 
finfo Defend himlcli, a Sword: man 1s in that Cale 
itmnds: mitbeh Maſter of him in his Play, as (to 
-; Inakea Compariion) a Proteflor of Divinity 
1. Maſter of a young Student in his Theologie, 

"Scan Expert Marhematician Maſter of one who 


© Þ bur in' his Inflicucions of Geometry. 


Dil, Therefore the only Merbod an Ignorant 
| Abtonts rake” to! Baffle) an- Arif, is ro be Fore- 
; argfard* and Irregular in his Motions,: to (ee if 
ateÞy bis Temcricy and Rambling, hecan Con- 
x: L954 -and- Force the Artift, becauſe he is ſo 
vieggot afid* Sriartly put! to 1t, to be' ſatisfied to 
eopdive a-Contre-1emps;- thatiſo he may'make him- 
> df as mach as is inhispower,in an cqual con- 
Sion with thet Jpnorant, who almoſt certain 
p receive'a Thruſt, as well as the 4riif, and 
ASettiaps more Dangerous, becauſe of the Ar- 
> (899 knowing better to: Plant and Adjuſt his 
Alhrolts than he'can'do'; for although an 1y- 
i FT 5 Forewardneſs and Fury, may help him 
|--o/99 force'rhe giyingof a Contre temps by an Ar- 
- chi; yt it can nowayes teach him ro Adjuſt 
2-5 Thruſt, or acquire any Adyantage thax 
rio?ay > which undeniably , and without an 
anFnner'of Debate, _ have of Ignorant, 
| | b 


ts 
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by their knowing better -how to Adjuft and}, 
Plant their Thrults, and will ſtill have ſo long*** 
as the other do really deſerye the Name off®* 
IJenorauts. Gs 1 . 23 J'h the 
Bur for all I have ſaid, I till thinkto heajy,” 
him infiſt and maintain, 'thart even to Arif 
this £dvice of ſhuning  Contre-vemps will 'bi 
fignifie little, becauſe whoever will be bur a 
che Trouble to viſit the Fencing-ſchools,, 'ſhalf® © 
ſcarcely {ce one Aſlaulr often, madeeither:| | 
Artiſts againſt Artifts,or Artiſts waned ge $120 
but what 1s ſo Compoled and made up-"0 th 
Contre-temps, that one wouldthink the greatd ſha] 
Art they leatn, and aime ar, is to ſtrive whgj*9 9 
ſhall Contre:temps oftneſt, ſo thata Man is neg? 7 
| ceſfitar ro think one of two, either that. the, An 4&2 
1s of it felt unſufficient, to. give that {erurity and 
gainſt Contre«temps a Man would deſire, or thay 9PO 
the Maſters play the Cheat, | and teach not {gcc 
much of the ſecurity of the Ar as they knouſ] ot 
ſo that if the Fault he.in the Maſters, the Dit 
oughr nor to be Encouraged, : or Imployed Mr 
and if it-be in the Art, then @t - 15; not ;worll afke 
the Learnning, becauſe an-Jgnorant can' Cont then 
temps an Artiſt, as well.as the, Artift, wherr ic,o0 
ly pleaſerh him,can Contre-temps, or Exchange” I 
Thruſts with the Jenorant, which make. i 
Tonorant's Foreward nels as Adyantagious, P c 
ficabl-, and.Ulſetul ro him, ;as all the Fallaciof i 
Tricks and Dire&ions,' which an Ari hat 


_ 
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Jbeen at the Pains and Expences to Ulnderſtand 
e gland Learnfrom his Mafter,can beto him;and 
*.. Itherefore that this Advice of mine to ſhun Cona 

Itre-temps. is but a bare Speculation,and a thing 
*Almpraficable, and conſequently of as little 
1 Juſe to an Artift, as to an Ignorant. 


# One who is not an Artiſt, but ſuch an one 
kaiffas the Objeter (1 mean an Ipneram) will be 
-lapt to- think that what is here objeed is at- 
> 1moſt unan{werable,while in effe&t ir is juſt no- 
thing; - And to give you' ſome SarisfaStion I 
i: hall rake the painsto Anſwer it, which Thope 
ho all underſtanding Men will prove a Motiye 
ne to make -rhem reipeRt Fencing, and then en- 
_ 4deavour”,” firſt ro Underſtand and PraQtiſe, 
y 420d when once that length , then to rely 
Af tipon the Certainty and Infallibiliry of the pre- 
x (@c<eding Rules, which upon the contrary, if 
og fot exattly' put in Practice according to my 
hel DireQions, will proye both yery Fallible and 
elf Uncertain, for what ſpeak muſt be by them 
wil afted; other ways all will prove falſe, and 
Al therefore if their expeQarion be not Anſwered, 
off the Fault js their own, {and none of mine, 
A But as tothe Anſwerof the Objefion, I ſay 
that it-is neither the defe& of the Art;, which 
occaſtonerh {o my Contre-temps 10 the Pence 
08 ing-ſcbools, becauſe I dare be bold to ſay, that 
Urns praQtiſeth exaRly the foregoing Di- 
- rections; 


Fd 
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re&ions, ſhall infallib oy prevent and ſhun allfia + 
Contre-tewps, {o. that if chir Rules be luffigienyſſery 
and are a parc of Fencing, then the Art is tuffick[Mic 
ent to. ſecwe a Man from, Gontre-tempes,, _ harl 
therefoxe it is.not any deficiency in-che. AmJDey 
which 1s the caule of 1o many Contregzemps infind 
the Fencing -ſcheols. Ar1y 
Neiher is.ic the. Maſters Ignorance, whoſDir 
know nor: Text Fs "ure: *% 
Q, my Certain KUOWaCuge, i Art. Con 
dis and bo thoſe whoace beſt im Kd Wo n 

n the {ſame very 10s. I» a 

ough I confh4a 

and-Q, Pra 


pA: 1 baye give you (lth 
_ y. arc-Guilry of {ome 

in.chcir Schools, which ] wo wikÞ,icc 
Ray. b Reftified, fon which fec' my ſen; 
cond ad Obſern V ation)ſo that itcannot-be-their Tel. / 
norance-in_ngt knowing to T cach, this, lecure wiet 
kind of 'Vhay, which 1s -" caule of fo. any oy 
Cantre-temips- 


U 
Nor-is-it likewiſe rho Maſters playing _ 
Cheat,iw-noe Teaching ;-of: RY 
not Revealing and; Diſcovering to their Scho- 5 
lars, when chey give tnem their Loſſons; rhe 
Hani ondDacger of- Contre-te xt ( itt - 
exchanged. in Schooks; Ne, the FayltlichÞ 6. 


-., Not 18, any; theſe, an i rep the Scholars whoſ ref; 


although bis Maſter ſhew him the way how th, 
to prevent Conrre-tempe, and the Danger that BJ a 4 
in 
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Alla them ; yer will not be ar the pains to ob- 
alerve his Dirctions, but will follow his own 
achIMethod, becauſe he thinkerh himſelf, it he 
andJhach Deen but three Months at the School, as 
AnfDexterous and Underſtanding ashis Maſter, 
* nd that he ftandeth in need no more of his 
Advice, but may be his own Governourand 
hoDirector. 

ule) * This is the true Reafon why we fer fo many 
4 | Contre-temps in Schools, and conſequently have 
Mo many bad Sword-men in the C_ but 
> Sto a+iruc Artift who kath exaftly followed his 
oriMaſters Advice, and hath acquired {ufficient 
Q PraQtice; I maintain that rhe foregoing Ad- 
vil vice, will be moſt Seaſonable, Acceptable, & 
i Uſeful, let Tgnoreuts talk what they will. 


* And as for their being certain to Contre-temps 

with an Artif, when they plcale ro put chem» 
ay ſelves in that Hazard, I poſitively deny it, for 

upon the contrary 1 mantain that a true Artiſt 
he may, (provided he prattiſe exaGtly the fore- 
ndÞ ring Rules) infallibly ſave and keep himſelf 
OF from being Contre-temped,let the Ignorant Force 
heF.nd Puſh as he pleaſerh, and if the Artiſt do | 
Ig not,ic is not the Fault, or any Defect or Un. 
th ſufficiency in the Arr it {elf, bur only his weak- 
n0 neſs, and failing ro make uſe of the Security 
Wy that his Art isable to fyrniſh him with; and 
-BI 2s upon'the one Hand an Artiſt can infallibly 
= D 3 fayc 


— 
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{ave himſelf from a Contrezemps by an Ignoram, | 


I deny not but one Artift may Contre-tensps ano- 
ther, (becauſe it is for them chiefly that this 
Dire&ion or Rule for ſhunning of Contretemps 
was deſigned) ſo upon the other,he can infalli: 
Contre-temps with the Igrorant as often as he 
pleaſeth, and it ſhall not be in the 1gnorants 
power to hinder or prevent him. 


For you muſt underſtand that to giye a true 
and real Contre-temps, doth really require 
udgement and a {witt and juſt Hand,as 1 ſhall 
1mmediately ſhew you, and here [ deſire you 
to make a Diſtinftion, betwixt an Ignorants 
Contre-temping an Artiſt, and his Forcing the 


* Avrtift by the Violence and Fury of his Purſue, 


for his own Eaſe and Satisfation to Contre- 
zemps him, for this Loft I do not deny, but 
voluntarly acknowledges, that an Artif may 
be ſo preſſed, that when he findeth he can do 
no better, he is ſatisfied, (rather than to ler rhe 
Fenorant have any Advantage of him) to put 
nimfelf in the ſame Hazard with him, by of- 
fering to Contre-temps him, and when People 
ſometimes {ce an Artiſt Reduced to thisflrait, 
they are ſo far miſtaken, as to think that rhe 
Ignorant contre-temps him, whereas 1t is really 
the Artiſt that contre-tempeth the Ignorant, that 
he may be ſaid to have loſt no Advantage by 
his Arc, nor the Ignorant to have gotten any 


by his Ignorance and Furious Forewardreſc. 
COOY 7 8 Put 
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| But as upon the one" Hand, I acknowledge 
*Ithat an Artif may be ſo preſſ 


| | ed with an Tgno- 
rent, that he is necefſiate to Venture and Ha- 
zard'a Contre-temps with him , ſo upon the 0- 


{Ither, I poſitively deny, thar it is in che power 


of any Tanorant to Contre-temps a Perſon who is 
really an Artift, and my Reaſon is, becauſe 
as | ſaid before\co give a real Contre temps,doth 
really require Judgement and 4 ſwift and juſt 
Hand; and that no Iznorant can be {uppoſed to 
have, and that it requireth thoſe Three to 
make it evident thus. | 


If an Ionroant g1Ve a real Contre-temps, It 
muſt be giyen juſt as the Artift is Thruſting at 


him, and neither before nor after, for if it bc 


either before or after, then'it is no Contre temps; 
now. ſuppoſe it be before the A4rtift Thruſt, 
then the Artift will nor- give one Thruſt for a- 
nother, and therefore it is no Contre-terps.but 
the Faulc of the Artift, who did not Defend 
the Purſute of the Ignorant, and (o it is a fair 
Thruſt, and cannot be called a Contre temps , 
and if it be after the Artiſt bath Thruſt, thac 
the Ignorant giveth him a Thruſt, then net- 
ther can it be called a Contre temps, but raiher 
2 Thruſt from the Refpyft; and fo it was the 
Artifts Fault in not Defending himſelt berier 
upon his own Purſute, and not the 1gzorants 
Judgement that made him giye it. 


D 4 Now 
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 Noy asit cannot be called a Contre temps, [10 
which is either given before, or after 20 4g WW 
doth Thruſt, ſorhar only can be called 2 Con- to A! 
tre-temps, which 1s given at the ſam? very nick rend 
of time the Artift 15 T ruſting, for then both [4137 
will undoubtedly receive a Thruſt atthe ſameſthe 
time; (unleſs one of them preyent it by chefſwhu 
help of the ieft Hand) and this is that which © 
can only be called a real Contre-temps,and char J'0 © 
an Ignorant can give this, 1 deny tor three Rea-PRv! 
ſons; The firſt 1s, char he: muſt have the 7 
Judgementto Time his Thruſt, juſt as the 4r-{ ik 
zift is Thruſtiong; and the ſecond, and third, 
that he muſt both have a quick Hand tobe as 
joon home as the Artift; and a juſt Hand ro 
Plant his Thruſt right, none of which an 7e- 
norant Can be (aid to have; for not having the 
Art of the Sword, he cannot have the Judge- 
ment of ir, and without Praftice (which none 
will ſay he can pretend to) he can neither 
have a Juſt, nor Swift Hand : And therefore 
that iris not in rhe power of an Teaorant,to give 
an Artiſt a real Contre temps will hold good,as If w 
think I have {ufficiently made appear, And} an 
alſo rhat togive a real Contre-temps, is required} $1 
Fudgement, and a Swift and Fuft Hind. 
And upon the contrary, that an Artift can 
infallibly Contre-temps with an Ignorant, as often} ,, 
as he pleaſerh, and ir ſhall not be inthe 1g 
+; 7 OT | rant! 
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ps, [rants POWNY WO prevent it, is very clear, for the 
tif 1]6- 8! / 4 gement,, a ik Haxd, and the pradiice 
on- [to Adj«it 2 Lhruft, being the Thwee things which 
ck render an fgnorant incapable ro Comre-remps an 
wh nit, it will follow, that an Arzift baving 
meſſtheſe three Advantages, they give to him thar, 
thewhich the want of them diveſt the Ignorart of; 
ichI that che Ignorant being rendered uncapable 
hat to Contre-temps by the want of them, by the 
ea-fRule of Centrarics,the Artift by having them, 
the is made..capable ro Contre-tewps rhe Ignorant, 
Ar- whctagd how oftcn he pleaſcrh. 


79, So by this time, 1 doubt nor but you are 
* I\ ſenſible of the weakneſs of the Objeaion,and 
 10f bow unreaſonable and frivolous it is, and allo 
Is-8 underſtand what Advantages a Man's Ar: giv- 
the cth him upon the one Hand, and what Incon- 
g&Þ yeniencies and Hazards his Ignorance upon the 
2Ncy other doth expoſe him to; and if fo, then l 
act need not inquire which of the two you had ra- 
Orc ther be, wherber a Judicious Artiſt, or a Furi- 
ICE ous and Foreward Ignorant , ſcing your very Fa- 
15 I} youring the one, would accuſe you of Folly ; 
nd and your Deſpiſing the other, dilcover yceur 
red} Sloth and Careleſneſs, | 


RULE 71L 


Now to put 8 cloſe to my Rules, let them be all 
done within Diftance as much as poſſible, 8c. 


The 


46 TeSWORDMANS, 
The Reaſons upon which this Rule is 

| Grounded, art. 
Becauſe thecloſer a Man play.tohis Adver-Þ** 
lary. (ifhe be Maſter of the Defenſive part) he*© 
playcth ſo much che ſecurer for himſelf, and | 
is in a betrer Capacity ro Hurt or Offend hif®,* 
Adverſary, then when he is without Diſtance, F. 
and is neceſſitate before the giving in of every'5* 
Taruſt co approach, tor this both difordereth Do 
his own Body, by expoſing it moreto the Gon,” 
tre-tempr of his Adverſary, and alſo maketh = 
his Purſute not ſo effeual, in reſpeR& thar ir? 
1s not ſo quick and ſmart, as when it 1s done; -. 
within Diſtance, For playing within Di-Jp" 


ſtance, all your Thruſts may be giyen in theþ «wu 


twinckling of an Eye, and a great deal more ot 
certain as to the Planting, being only done [ 
wich the Spring of your Arm, and without al-Þ 
moft any Elonge of the Body, which are the ſe-F" 


cond and third things adviſed inthis laſt Rule} B 
Now it is moſt certain, that all Thruſfts Fm 


given only with a Spring or Ferk of the 4 


Ptret 
y 


1 


are a great deal more Strong, Quick, andJ;7?, 
Firme, then when they are performed with Þ,, 
an Elonge, becauſe the Elonging or Stretching}. _ 


the reſt of your Body, weaknerch and raketh I. 
away both the Force of the Spring, and Quick-I, | 
neſs of the Thruft : Therefore to Play only a5) 
with a Spring of the Arm, and with as Jittle af, | 

Stretch |" 
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Srretch or Elonge as poſlible, . is che only beſt 

y to play both ſmartly," and ſecurely : be- 
ides if a Man 'accuſtome- himſelf to great 
ſtretches, he-runneth into two Inconvenicn- 

es, the" one Is the expoſing his Body by iz 
hich the Contre-temps, and T hrulſts from the Reſ- 
-« F#f of his Adycriary, which if he did_nor 
=. trerch , would not be {o much expoſed ; The 
<þ (ther is the Danger he purcerh himalelt in, if 
- ns Feer ſhould flip, and he fall, which is al- 
$9 prevented it he play. within Diſtance, only 
with'a Spring of the Arm, and with lirtle or no 


LC 


& ſtretch : And therctore 1t it were but only upon 
7; {his one Account, I think a Man ſhould ſhun 
He (Ptretcbing as much as poſſible. A Man bath 
Ire i ewile this Advantage by playing cloſs fo 
nes Adverſary, that it preventeth the Varicty 
a1. Leſions which would make him the more 


+: uncertain of the Parrade. 


11 But that you may the better do ir, I gave 
0; 00u an Advice in my ſecond Rule, which 
Ul be of great ule to” prevent your Stretch- 

'M and it was, That you jhould-ſtilt keep your 
els as near other 4s poſſible, which I omir. 
ted tg ſpeak to in that place, thinking i: 
to come more a Propos here; now it you bur 
&. (*aſider ir,” you will find that this keeping of 
your Heels near other, when you: are even 
rithour Diſtance, but more eſpecially when 
you are within,doth make your Thruſt __ 
the 
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the farther home, and reach your Adveriaryſhis , 
wich a far lels Seretch of the Body, then it vourlme!, 
Heels were keep a good way afunder, 1 thallje- 6 
playing within Diſtance,as | order you,if yourſfee 
Heels becloſs, the ſtepping foreward a Foote 
with your adyanced Foot, will bring yourfFh; 


Thruſt as far home, as your full Sereteb w: 11Id;; 
have done, it your hindmoſt Heel bad bong: 
far diſtant trom your advanced , ſo that keep.a - 
ing your hindermoſt Heel, cloſs almoſt oy 
your adyanced' Heel and being within DJ”. 
ſtance, you will almoſt without any Stretchy, +4 
of the Budy,only by ſtepping foreward a lick}; 
with your advanced Foot, and uſing the Springs... 
of your Arm, ſheath your Sword to the veithy,, 
middle in your Adyerlaric's Body , if he dofjy... 
not oppole you. ft 
But this is not all the Advantage you reapfjyoy 
by keeping your Heels near; for it not onlyflmal 
carriccth home your Thruſt tather ; bur allof&nc 
15a great means to help you to recover yourgThj 
Body quickly after every Tbruſt, which wasfyon 
one of the Particulars I adviſed in the fourthYor x 
Rule. Now it isclear, that ſo long as a Matflwoy 
playeth at his full Stretch, he can never ſoBBir, 
quickly recover his Body, as he-can do whenfIne 
he is at a half Stretch, nor ſo ſoon at a haltfand 
| Stretch, as he can do when he maketh licleI$w, 
or no Stretch; and {eing the keeping of his 
hinder Heel near to his adrencegnerentey 
is 
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arNhis Stretobing, and the Jeſs that he Stetcherh, 
ine quicklier he will recover his Body, chen 
i " dvd certainly follow, hat the keeping his 
2fHeels near ocher, 38 a great meansto faciltate 
iche quick recovery of his Body atter every 
»utyT Thruſt, which was ws that deſigned to prove. 


alk there remains only, that I ſhould ſpeak 

e third rhing 5 propos | in my firſt Rule, 

Thich I] dela r1ll now, deſigning to cloſe 

c be Reaſons r my Rults with a ſhort Diſ- 
{Kovurſe upon it, which is allo the Jaſt Advice 
” t his my laft Ruſe, ro wit, That Judgement 
"i 
c 


pany all your Aion Bath in their Beginning , 
; ,: 4nd Cloſe ; and indeed without it 
Tf have 1aid would ſignific bur lictle, for to 
"FInake a ſhore Derail, Whar would i it fignifie 
5 you 2. your having Calmneſs, and Vigour, if 
a) you LFrat'? have wdgement to direct you, how tb 
| " make uſe of rhe — Atbary ou have by them; 
ind what, would rhe *..2hm of a Cloſs and 
-- mn'Guard fignifle to you, it you had nor 
Yaotjonr” Fudgement in defending'your (elf upon it, 
) Roy. na your Adverlary from it; hat 
at would ir gnific alſo to you, that you have 
0fJDireions to prevent Contre-temps, if you have 
<0 fn repient to know when to Praftiſe them, 
allfand in ſhorr whar doth-the. whole Art of the 
le [Sword fignifie without Judgemen, certainly for 


his little or no uſe at a 
4 Now 
is 
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Now as upon the oac Hard an rb linbl g]tera 
ro a great-many loconyenicacics þy' the wamlSen. 
of -it,; o upon the; other; his having) it, gi 28A 
reth him ina Capacity, and ſetshim- at Libeiy]- : 
ty ,. notwithſtanding my Directions 1. bay 
given. him, (alchough 1 confels they are:the -=y 
{ecureſt I can think. vgs Or imagine) 0] 242 
choole what Parrades, 'and wh ar Leſſons be. ball Mc 
think maoſt fitr and 148 rrecablc. eq the Conſt 
rurion,” Play, and H uqour of hi Aulverlaryl ar 
although choſe Leſſong which he Might pirch - 
upori it reſpe& of ſame Mens-pla play, would be we 
found to be moſt looſe and uncertain; but ig 
reſpett of the Perſon he is to play them upon = 
Judicious and Good,: becaule by: his i Jug ln 
pwhje he hach found that ſuch Leſſons -wilhawlyy, 
ood effeR againſt ſuch a Perſan, as tt ar 
rnd E Ecure againſt qne, of another Fea Wa 
for if ir were other. waycs, and had.nar haff of ; 
Libetry of chooſe, he would then, tetyed ur lf 


and confined to my DireQions; or ON: may lay, 
ro my_ particular. . Judgement, | 'whuch is tf 
rendering his own and 1s juſt contratyh ar. 
to what'l ſo. much recommended; bur was. Bis 
muſt be great care taken, that a-Man abuſc - 
not. this Liberty , _ and Allowance which 8 
given him, and that he be certain [his Judge- 
or be gat falſe, but Grounded upon Art and * 
Reaſon before he Adyenture, and take uponſ 5! 
him to make any conſiderable Charge or Al-J me: 
reration 
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blqteration in DireQions,. which in'the ftrickeſt 
am|Senſe muſt be confefled to be the moſt ſecure, 
utlagainſt all Play and Humours whatſoever. 


Gy Burt thar I may end this with a Compariſon, 
v1 Fencing without Judgement,is-juſt like a Watch 
9 without a Spring, a Neat peice of Work with 
zgreat many me Wheels, - but without any 
Motion, the want of which'makerh'her uſe- 
iſs: And ſo is'the Art'of' Fencing a curious 
Arr, wherein there are a great many fine Leſ- 
| al Gar, and cxcelient Ruler, - birt for lack of Jadge- 
- 7] went (which is its Spring) aBHicth Dead, and is 
BI Uſeleſs 5 bur:onee apply: the”? pring ; and ſer ir 
2%} in Motion and a-going, and then ic becometh 
Sl amoſt Quick and Lively Exerciſe, and f asa 
Watch) an Otnamenit fit for a}l-Gentlemen to 
*J carry abour' with then; *'and as a complear 
uy Patch with a Spring ſheweth a Man the Hout 
hf of the Day, that fo he may know how rodiſ- 
"FE of his time and aQions; ſo doth''Fenting 
0 gireced by Judgement, dilcoyer toa Man the 
+ Hazards and Inconvenientics he is expoſed ro, 
Ty and the means-ro ſhun and prevent them, -by 
i bis diſpoſing, of the ſeveral Branches of kis 
K 


3 


tt 
( 
.- 


. 


Art ſoand ſo, as ſhe ſhall dire& him: 


And farther, as the Spring of a Watch doth ' 
nl cauſe its Hand to point to that Hour, which 
OR 1s moſt needful to be known ; {o doth Juager 
a1 ment dire&t a Man's Hand, to point with his 
on Sword 
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Sword, and Taruſtar ſuc parts of. his Adver! 
laties Body; which do molt cxpoſe' and dif} —- 
cover themlclyesto lira, and which are cthere-| -— 
fore- che. molt. f@'to- be Auacqued ; fo that 
where pra wigs wel 00 50m 
W c an ay OL ANC 
 wauld wiſhhat is, make - 
anſwer my — Was, fallbly w1 
dirett a Man, widetend hing{elf againſt the]. 
Arracgges, of all Petſens. with, Shavper,. which 
| doubt:not but have ſuffcicarly done, -_-_ 
'S Fall, apo wet he jo 
e it. can ro in 
Directions - but; to.che weakneſs and waut of"! 


2 


Art.in ee far whois w pur thend in-pra}[*l 
Ta ak rand chereſx the blame mult lye it - 
their and .nor at minc x; fri is Ating 


and not nn, Patina Calomultdondie pcs 
Buſtacls,. | þ 


Having: now finite my Rules; with: *s & 
Reaforls! apon- which they ares Grounded: I] in 
ſhalb jo-ehe laſt place proceed tothe” third fy; ; 
ching'h ar firſt propoſed, which'was; ro give 
ts, tome Obſcrvmians; "which wi 


ancceſfary, mor re 
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Gr! 
CO _—. 0 
8 URMTIS bs 
nd Thirdly, | 
mome REMARKES and O B- 
SERVATIONS, &. 


to 
the]. | 
ch T* the Firſt place I obſerve, let Ignorants 
3 talk what they pleaſe, and undervyaluec 
| both Art and Artifts as much as is in their 
keIpower z yer ſtil] it isan undeniable Truth,thar 
A ay have three conſiderable Advantages of 
ea [i2<m,which is, firſt, The knowing to Parries and 
ut oy Parreing a plain Thruſt, better than they can 
'; =? ſhall Engage for what any Man 
. pl ca - Nee -- ſer up an ſgnorant to me ar 
. A all, who was never taught any thing 
Fe ; k e Art of the Sword ; I ſhall with the Art 
'] _ | give him half a Dozen plain Thruſts 
1 p _y one after another, and it ſhall nor 
» _ is power to Parrie, or Defend himlelf 
No goon _ ſingle Thruſt of all the fix, and upon 
1 rips and, let him Thruſt at me rwenty 
| plain T, _— at the Wall, he ſhall nor Touch 
c = -= one of them; And it this be true 
ly 7 - may be eaſily put to a Trial, whether 
- 1 ve not} then certainly the Artiſt as l 
aid, hath this firſt Advantage of an Jgnorant, 
F thar 


'Fj 
he 


_ 
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that he can Parrie and Defend himlelf better Ob; 


k 


then the Jznorant can do tor his Heart, . 


Bur perhaps when ſome Perions are read- thi 
ing this, who have fecn me when I have been Pl 
in the Fercing-ſchools, receiveeither plain Thrufts | A 
arthe'Wail, tromcitole who were Thruſtinghar 
upon me, or in Affaule o_—_ was playinghhz 
as « 11E word judge my beft, rhey will be apt; w 
to challzvg: me,and as how Icome to Aﬀenſggr 
things, the contracy of which they have ſcehfſhay, 
with their own Eyes; As friſt, That I batIor 
been ſo far from Parreirg twenty plain T hruſts #paſhher 
end; that they bave f.en me hitt once in three or fout; 
And tecondly, That in Aftzalting, notwithſtanding aq 
the maity exad Rules I pretend fo grove, t0 ſaves Prot 
Man from Centre-:temps ; yer they have ſeetiffpow 
me {everal timcs Corte zemped, and it is prone: 
bable, that it 1 ceald not Defend my (el pon 
with my own Rules from Contre-temps,anothaJ;r 
will hardiy do it: Therefore my Rules wilſhjer 
rot prove lo very intallible as I tmagine ther 
ro be, and thar-[ ſhould not have becn fo poland 
ſitive in the Commendation cf them, {ein} @ac 
that I my felt know them to have failed me ,q 
in that which, do moſt commend them foty eep 
rig. Their ſeeurity ar ain{t Contre-remps. the 
L know thir will be the, T houghts and Off tho! 
j:&ions of lome; who will peruſe rhir Sheet fore 


* \ 
- 


- more out of a Curioſity to get ſomerhiog i ra 
Obje: 
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cr Pbjct againſt 'mae, then a deſire to reap any? * 
Iofit or Advantage by them, and therefore 

4. {thought fic ro ſer them down in this place, 

en fhat ſo I might Anſwer them. 


fir] As to the firſt, 1 do nor believe that any 
DNgIMan will ſay, heever ſaw me receive a plain 
08 Fbraft at the Wall from any Ignorant, which 
aft what I affirmed, I would Defend my ſelf 
CIMfrom; for if I were not able with the Art I 
<Aſhave cerainly to Defend my ſelfat the Wall, 
abt from the plain Thruſts of all Ipnorants, I ſhould 
?A4Ithen throw down my Flexret, and underva- 
*Jlyze Fencing ſo much, that I ſhould never more 
Ling enquire after ir, or any, wayes, Encourage the 
ve#IProfeſlors of ir,but ſhould doa!l that lay in my 
power to ducover its inlufficiensy, that Gentle- 
IN men might not be for. the Future Impoſed u- 
(Fon and Cheated, both out of their Money & 
baJTime by ir. But.although I deny my being 
WU hitt at the Wall by the plain Thrufts of Ignorants; 
cM yer 1 confeſs I have been often hirt by Ariifts, 
PAY and I-dd ot almoſt remember that ever I 
0H was bitt with plain Thrufts, ſince I underſtood 
MI any thing of this Art, bur what was given me 
oy eirffer by thoſe who were attually Scholars ar 

the Time, and therefore were no Ignorants; or 
Oty thoſe who had been once Scholars, and{chere- 
&t fore alſo no wayes deſerved the Name of Ig- 
gi rats, and for my being hitt with a plain 
Jo EA Thrift 
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Thruſt by {ucb, I do no deny ir, neither doth 
it any wayes reflect upon me, becaule for one clo 
Sword-man to be hitt with a plain Thruſt by ano | ha 
ther, 1s no Diſparagement at all, but a very lide 
£onfiderable one it is, it an Artift cannot in- fels, 
fallibly Detend himlelt againſt the plain Thrufts and 
ot any Iznorant, and that I am not able ro doj/$”” 


» 


tba*,l politively deny, and refers the Proba- like 
t-nofirtoa Trial, when ever it ſhall be re”. 
quired by Perlotis who are worth the giving Boz: 
SarisfaCtion to in ſuch a Matter thetefore Ma 
when ſuch Perſons accuſe me of being hitt with ject 
plain Thrufts, they would do well to be ſo inge- fait 
nuous as to confeſs, that thoſe Thruſts wete ack 
really given me by Artifts, which I ſhall] ® 
willingly confeſs, and not by Ignorants, which ©© 

I pokitively deny, for it rhat were, they wouldy Pc 
indeed have good Reaſon tolaugh both at me] | 
and my Directions. Ic 


But asto tne ſecond, which is, My receiving 0 
Contre temps #n 4(ſau!ts, notwithſtanding of what Fe 
I could do to prevent them, which not only dif} 7" 
covers the inſufficiency cf my Rules to prevent] '0 
Contre-temps,but allo my difingenuity in Com-ſ ©2 
mending, and Accounting Rules to be Infal- (ft 
Iivle, which I by my own proper Experience] 2" 
bave found oftnerthen once, to be both Fal- ly 
lible and Uncertain. R 


This ObjeRion I confeſs cometh ſomewhat 
cloſer 


ery 
Inh- 
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37 
= cloſer to methan the former did,and I believe 
10.1] have ſtarted it ſo fairely,that none who con- 


ſliders either this or the former, bur will con- 
eſs, I have ſaid as much both againſt my ſelf, 


vf;Ja0d to make this Are of no Repute, as any 
dof enorant whatſoever could do, and I the rather 
ba.ſlike to make all the ObjeCtions poſſible againſt 


108 


ore 


1e- 
IEre 
hall 


re.jit, that Pcople may be convinced I deal above 
Board, and that t 


Matter; and that alſo by Anſwering all Ob- 
rirhl jections, 


ere Iyeth no Cheat in the 


I mzy in a manner (by reaſoning (0 
tairely with them) force them ta confeſs and 
acknowledge, that the Art of the Sword is not 
only a Pleaſant, bur alſo an Uleful and Ne- 
ceflary Art, worthy of the Study of all, but 
more eſpecially of the Gentry, 


But in Anſwer to the ObjeAton , although 
Iconfe(sI] have received many Contre temps,and 
notwithſtanding of all the Ar: I have, do till 
Fear them when Iam Afſlaulting, and although 
I might alſo alledge what 19id in the Anſwer, 
to the preceeding Obje&ion, that all rhe 
Contre temps ever | received were: from Artilts, 
(for I poſitively deny that any Ipn rant can give 
an Artiſt a reall Contre-temps, which T ſufficicnt- 
ly made appear in my Realons tor the Seventli 
Rule,to which I refcr you) and the moſt parc 
of the Thrufts, that were Exchanged one tor 
another,were alſo for the moſtPart from Artiſts 

=? and 
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and nat from Ignoranty, and conequently qu 
<diſparagement to me; yer paſling by that 

and granting theſe exchanged Thrufts werd#/ 
given by Izzorant;, 1 fhall give you two Reade 
ſons, - rhe one ſliewing why any. Artift, be hq do 
never fo Expert , may come to receive ot We 
\Fhruft for another from an Jpnorant, and the 
other fhewiog tharhe may receive either a rea} Fo 
Contre-temps,or oneT hruſt for anocher from art 
Artift,and yet that it can be no refle&tion upon thc 
my Rules, which, as I ſaid, will prove ſtill in 0p 
fallible if cxaRtly obferved. 
And the Reaſon of the firſt (which is, any 
Artiſts receiving one Thruft for ' another ti 
from an Tpnorant) is that when People Aflaul: 
it iscommonly with Blunts, and when an þ 
norant who undervalueth the Art of che Sword Tt 
and truſteth all ro his own Forewardnels if 41 
deſired by an Artift to ſhww his Natural 'Play 
he very well conſidering that he can receive 
no prejudice by his being hitr-with aibluaſ'al 


Fleuret, Ruſheth and Ramblerh (ill forewardy Gl 
(let him receivenever ſo many Thrufts) until Fo 
he cither hitreth the Avrrift *'with one of by 2! 
Rambling Thruſts, or other: waves coma} pe! 
ſo cloſs, that the Artiſt muſt inelofe with hin] 

and he thinkerh,if he hath given'the A4riift bug” , 
one Thruſt ( although he'bimſelt fhouid rg ,, 


ceive three or four in the time-they are pla} lec 


ing) that he hath carried the Day, and quit 
g ru! 
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1d run down the Arr of Fencing, whereas if they 
Sy were cithcr co play with Real Sharps, or with 
werdFlexrets having a quarter of an Inch of a -painr 
Read beyond the burton , I make nor the leaf 

1doab:,but cheir rambling would be a littleflo- 
4 wer, and caeywould take better noticero what 
{they di-;, it being Natural even for the moft 
Foreward and 'Boldeſt of Men, to endeavour 
to {ave themſelves by putting a lite ſtop to 
theirPurſure,when they perceivea Sharp point 
oppolite ro, and ready to wound,them, and 
without which ſtop or paulc,they are lenſiblc 
any they might run the Risk, it not of loling 
thee their Life; yet at leaſt oft being hurt, and-fvu 
auld \marcing tor their raſh -Forcwardneſs: {o this 
1 hf] is the Reaſon why Artifts may receive one 
-ordf Thruſt tor another from Ianorants,to wit, Their 
fc if Aſſaulting commonly with Blunts z- '[heretore to 
Jay prevent rhis inconven'ency, it I were to play 
eivg with an Tenorant for a \Vager, I would play 
In alwayes with pointed Flewwets, and then 1n 
2rd GOD's Name let him Ramblechis Belly tu}; 
mtill For in that cale I wort knowa way ro came 
bi at him, which might peihaps cauſe him re- 
16 pent his Forewatdnc's. 


ny. Bur the Reaſon of tic iccond, which 15that 
an Artiſt may either receive a Real Centre temps 
or one TI hruſt. for another, {commonly cal- 
Ja? -led Exchanged Threſts) from another Artiſt) is 

3 11 tha 
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that although they play never ſo warrily , ya}...i, 
it chey fail in the leaſt, to make uſe of the ly c 
contraries to Contre-temps and T bruſk|,;,, . 

from the Repot,which I have given them,they]},@C. 
expole themſclyes to both, and I muſtcontelsg..; 
the DireHionsare ſo Nice and Difficulr to teÞ,.. 
performed, that there are even but few Swordc,1, 
men, who are able to put them exaGtly in lqu: 
practice , ſo that it is not the defect of theſſ;. 
Rules, but the Fault of che Arti, in not obſg,+ 
ſerving them firitly in prafice, that is, the var 
cauſe of his beingeither Hitt, Contre-temped, otÞ},;2 
Refpofted : This Reaſon I alſo give for my ref; ; 
ceiving any of the T bree in Aſſault trom Av ,,, 
zifts, or the firſt and laſt from Tpnorants ; and 
I much doubt,it it be poſſible tor ordinary Ar ge; 
#ifts ro obicrve them altogether cxatly, hog: ry 
ever, the nearer they come to the exact Ob T1 
ſeryance of them, they are certainly {o muctſ 1, 
the ſ{ecurer; And it it be asked why I giv 4. 
Rules ſo difficult,that neicher,] my ſelf,nor 6 
ther Sword-men when they are even at theirſ p 
greateſt perfeftion can without a great deal off x, 
difficulty exatly obſerve? Ir is Anſwered, 
Thar in this, I Reſemble the Divines, who ab 
though they give moſt exce}lept Rules tory nor: 
Holy Living and Dying, which cannor buth no 
be confeſſed by all Chriſtians, to be moſt Ratio] im; 
nal and Orthodox, yet find great Difficuityſ ne\ 
themſelves to Live up to that pitch of MortifiÞ be 
Ca17M 
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. YAztion and Holineſs, which they require cxa- 
the ly of others under the pain of Eternal Damna- 
ul.-n; and YC. none will be ſo bold as to fay, 
beJlecauſe thoſe Rules are not but with great Dit- 
tc ficulty exaQly obſerved, that theretore they 
2 KIzrenot ſufficient,and infallibly cerrain,to bring 
o#45lyarion to all who exactly obſerve, and 
" Miſquare their Lives and Actions conform to 
ue them : The Parallel | confeſs berwixt thirtwo 
ob- Subjes is alrogether unequal; yerthe Com- 
the pariſon will hold good, that although an Ar. 
» Of may receive a Thruſt, or be Contre- tearped 
' Ih or Reſpoſted, becauſe ot his failing to oblzrve 

"Jexatly my Direftions, yet that the Dire&ions 
and may b2, and are in themſelyes abſojntely ſuf. 
Art fcient and iofallible,for che preſervation & one 
Oy who cxatly obſervesthem, from all kind of 
Jb- Thruſts wharſoever, I doubt not but whar | 
uch have ſaid, will be thought to be, by all rational 
IVE Men, a ſufficient Anſwer, both to the Objeti- 
ons, and for proving the ſufficiency of my 
0 Rules, therefore I ſhall proceed where I lcte; 
| of And ſhew, that. 


for norants,is,in Planting or Adjuſting a I hruſt which 
but no Man will controvert, {cing 1t is notro be 
ti] imagined, that an 7gnorant who perhays did 
icy] never thruſt ſix Thrufſfts in his Life-rime, can 
if-f be ſo certain to hurt the part of the Baly he 
im ameth 
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aimeth. at, as an Arzift will be, who ha bee 
taught how to Plant, and is now and then pra. : 
Ailing bimſelf with it. 6 ou 
And the Third is the having of - Judgemenh,n . 
for | {uppoſe all Artiſts to have that, athedieyt 
waycs they are really no Artifts but -{gnerangng 
in Maſquerad, thart is toſay, they pretend wor 
Art, becauſethey have been ſome timear thilur 
Fencing ſch#0l, and ſo under that Cloak. of belgae 
ing once a Scholar, they conceal. their (Iznigy 
raect; butifthev be real Artifts rhey muſt bavgjof 
the Judgement of the Sword, and that no Tent Ad 
rantcan haye, becaulc it is unlepatably joyn{$ci 
ed to. the Arr it (elf, and is only acquired by 
-pratiling of ir, and that no Ignorant can picy, * 
-rend to, who never was at the Pains an (an 
Traible,” ſo much as ro; enquire atterir,} je Lat 
alore ro be at the Toile to gain ir by practice wy 
which isrhe only true way to come ar. it. 


Now the Advantage an Arzift hath over a bn 
Tenoiant, by having this Judgement, istharby .c- 
ir he can know when ſuch and iuch a-Partc 
his Adverſarics Body is open to him,and wh 
Leflys are.moſt proper to offend {::ch parts: 
are expoſed, and even although his Adverſary 
| ſhould not be Open bur upon a Cloſs Gvardy Al 
furnſheth him with means to make him dif? 
cove. bimſclf and give an Open:, As allo if 


| Teaheth him in ſome meaſure to.underſtant ia 
| ani 
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ſhould be neceſſitate to differ from many of; 
them, in circumſtances ſoconſiderably rend$ 
ing to the accompliſhment and perfefing o 
Sword men, but my Opinion being backed, ..7 
with ſo many. and ſtrong Reaſons (the Trutt 

and Weight whereof I carneſtly recommend, , 
to the ſerious RefleAion of the Reader, ) | 
cannot but maintain and defend it, until by A] 
as ſtrong and convincing Reaſons as 1 haveſhat 
given for it, I am perſwaded of the contrary. [heav 
«1199 


Seing therefore my Propoſals are ground} 


cd upon Reaſon, and not upon other Mens 2-6 
prattices, Iexpect they will convince meby it; 


for that praQice which is againſt Reaſon,is but 
deceitful and falſe, and as it is to the Eternal hp 
Fame of the great DUKE of Newcaſtle, thath, 3 
he was the firlt who Refified the Abuſesolf, 1 
Riding in the Acedemies, by finding out age 
new and infallible Method for dreſſing Horſe; q 
which was not thought of betore, and which. . 
at firſt had no doubt many Oppoſers, until, 
from the reaſonableneſs and great Succeſs i 

had, they were necelfitare to acknowledge its, 
Excellency and Certainty : SoI hope I ſhall, 
' have the Honour to be one of rhe firſt whoſ,.. 

hath publickly propoſed rhe ReQitying of AP} 
bules commonly committed in Fencing ſchools. 4 
The firſt whereof is, The giving Scholars at 
their very firſt Entering to the School, beavy Fleurets 
| z0 
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; take their Leſſons with; And the Reaſonthey 


A 


' ive 1s, Becauſe ( ſay they ) the uſing a weighty 
MHeuret ftrengtbneth their Arms and Wreſts, and 
+ theth them when they come afterwards to Aſſault 


ib light Fleurets, to bandle them a great deal 
more Eafily and Nimbly, then they would have done, 
p*4 they been till, accuſtomed to play with light ones. 


byy All this I grant,for it cannot be denied, but 
avekhat which 1 condemn, is, their giving theſe 
y. fteavy Fleurets to Schollars at their very firſt 
” nring to them, when they underſtand not 
ene Much as how to give in a Plain Thruft, or to 
. Imove their Flexret regularly any way, for it 
"J:iscertain that they never being accuſtomed 
I to move their WYrefts, tae firſt time that they 
rn that Motion it will be a trouble to them, 
124:nd make their Sinewes Ake, although they 
wh had nothing in their Hands at all, let alone a 
FP ſtiff heavy Flezret, juſt as a Man when he is 
Þ irſt Learning to Elonge or ſtretch, the Sinewes of 
i his Thighs will Ake for a Day or two after,al- 
"though he force nor himſelf to a full ftrerch: 
o_ And as it would be thought a lictle ſtrangetor 
* a Maſter to force a young Schollar the very 
= hrſt or Second Day aftcr his firſt entring to ' 
A. the School to his full Stretch, or before he hath 
h by cuſlome made Elonging familiar and eaſy 
-Y to him ; ſo Iſay, at the beginning a Schollar 
"rc ould make uſcot a yery light Flewret _ 
y 
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by a little Practiee and Lic, © his Wreft baYe 
acquainted with the. turns of the Parades andþ ti 
Motions of rhe Leſſons, and then, and not rilfheir 
then (which will be abour three Weeks, or ff 
Month at moſt alter his firſt entrzag) ſhoul7/# 
be given him a weighty Flexret to {treogtheyy To 
bis Freft and Nerves, and with that he ſhonkdþ,. 
alwayes take his Leſſons, and Parrie his Ad Wy 
verſaries plain Thruftrar the wall, the uſing... : 
which, will andoubtedly make him handle 
light Flexret or Sword, as he ſhall have occati,. 

on for them, a great deal more firmly 8 nimy, - 
bly.chen if he had alwaycsufed a light Flewa, + 


For (ro make a Compariſon) as it is theſp1d | 
Common Cuſtom for Daneing Mafters abroadgjicit 
ro wear plates of Leed beewixt the plics of theſſfl-in 
Soles of their Ordinary walking Shoes , thaſfnen 
{othey may ſcel themſelves as ic were Lighter ' 
and Cleevrer , when they pur on their Light]\V al 
Dancizg Shoes; ſo will the conſtant uſirgdfſÞavi 
weighty Flewrets, make Men when they are wile | 
aſſault with Light ones, or ro make uſcdfjad 
their Sword, to think them a great deal Light que! 
er then really they are, ard rhe very Fancy dat! 
that will cauſe them make both,rheir Parradeyf ica\ 
and Thrafte quicker then otherwayes che Rea 
would F4 Bur, as I laid, their Wrefts ſhonid} as v 
be alwaycs made Supple, and firſt accuſtomed} 7 
with very Light Flearcts, untill chey —__ < bur 

; 7 CCR 
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| baveck$ or a Month ar School, andthen i is a 

& titae to give them heavy Flewrets totaks 

eitfhety Leſſons withal and not ſooner, unleſs their 

vr Ffaffers deligne to weaken and ruine their 
rts amd Nerves. And this Leads'me to 


"4 T he Second thing I obſerve, is not ſo much 
ractiſed in our Seots and Engliſ» Schools as I 

Fould wiſh ( for F acknowledge the French 
= free of it)which is the conſtant Parreing,and 
© Sirufting of Plain Thrufts upon one another ar 


IU Hhe-wall.chis is the only thing which maketh a 
"Man to have a Swift Hand upon his Purſute, 
da firme and ſure Parrade upon his Defence, 

and there is no other Reaſon for the French 
adhcir having ſo Swift a Hand in giving in their 
Pin Thrufts , but their conſtant accuſtoming 


haſkbemſclves ro Thruff upon their commarads at 
er.flihe Wall , or ſometimes at a Mark in the 
ehrfWall, when they want the opportunity of 
zdfbaving one co Thruſt upon; theretore leing 
- toffthe having a Swift Hand is of ſuch advantage, 
- fff and the moſt certain way toacquire it,is,to fre- 
hf quent the Thrufting and Pavreing of Plain Thruſt 
dat the Wall, and that (as I have Ocderd) with 
leg leavy Flexrers I chiok it will be thought but 
x7] Reaſonable chat I adviſerhe ReQitying of this, 
adj as well as the precceding abule. 


ed) The Third thing 1 obſerve, is, that they 
of burden their Scholars with too many Leſſons 
2 eſpec 
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eſpecialy Offenſive ones, whereas if they would, .. 
reach them fewer Offenſive Leflons ( for they will, ... 
come to them Nacurally)and keep them clo. - + 
er tothe Defenſive Part,People would lee feway +. 
Contre-temps, and better Sword-men in the... 
Schools, then forthe moſt P art they do. : F... 

= fourth,is,the ſuffering Scholars generak, 1 
ly to take their Leſſons in their Cloaths.a thingh,c 
which hindereth a Mans Body to be ſo ſoo! ; 
broken, and made Pliable as otherwayes ith... 

would, becauſe a Man cannor ſtretch (o freelyſhx;.. 
in his Coat as hecan do in a IWeft-coer,or Veſt, ie; 
al{o it (poilerh his Cloths, & if he Fencetb much} :'J 
the ſweat maketh him uneaſy the whole Dayſn/ 

thereafrer, whereas] Playing in a Weſt-codMai 
a Man is both Nimbler, and more at eaſe theſe: 
reſt of the Day,bis Coar being dry when heſſexcl 
goeth from the School, which perhaps other;ſlteg! 
wayes would be all torn and neaſtic with thilapr 
ſmell of Sweet and duſt, which would be bothfflger, 
uncafie co him, and unpleaſant to thoſe he 8ffhor 
going to converſe with thei 
Therefore in my humble opinion no Schoflfar 1 
}ar ſhould be ſuffered ro rake his Leſſons in hifftq / 
Cloaths untill he be well Grounded, and thaftke 
:n oppoſition to what I haye been ſaying,l an}ata 
of the opinion that he ſhould for the moſt patt &h 
bo:h take his Leſſons, and Aſſault in his CloathJhej; 
and walkinz Shoes, for this will confirm him{gs,,, 
in his Play, and make him upon all EncomJGC 

—_ 
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= ers ready, without being lutprized, ro oppoſe 


wh Pucſures. and'Atraques of his Adverſary, 
*Ohgith as great calc, as it he were fiript and in 


wa his Fencing ſhoes, now this being cf great Ini- 
porcance to Compleat and Confirme a Sword- 
zn in his Piay, ic ſhould by all means be 
*Þookt co and raken /norice of, that Schollars 
"Shtefore they be well Grounded botk in Leſſons 
nd pracice,dq not Play in their Cloaths,and 


* tat afterirards when they are Grounded they 
+ x09"918, ro ſtrengthen and confirm them in it 
ts > | 
ICT 
Ja 


:The Fifth is the ſuffering Schollars {ofoon 

naſal befote they be at leaſt of rwo or three 
cotI}Manths flanding, and this is alſo one of the 
thefReaſans; why People fee ſo many Contre-temps 
1 iefexchanged in the Schools, becaule when they 
1r-itegin to Aſſev/t ſo ſoon, they have neicher Art 
thilnpr Judgement-ro ſhun or prevent them: and 
oUllperc it for no more but this, | think the Maſters 
e 8ihould reftifie it, that they would find ir for 
their own. particular Profit and Advantage; 
Flor when once their Schallars are accuſtomed 
DB to Afaultthcy think it almoſt below them to 
baſltake any more Leſſons, but think they. have 
DI attained cnongh of the Art, and ſo Que the 
af School, and there is an cnd of them, and by 
heing at the School, they get the Name of 
WSword-men which is enough to them , bur 
W1GOD knows, it they rextly dclerye it, wacre- - 
rers Þ as 


" 2a The S WORD-MAN'S, 
as if they were kept _ from Aſſeulti 
they would both continue longer their Schaſt in 
lars, and at the end prove berter Sword-men. þake 


The Sixth and laſt thing I ſhall rake notie*®*! 
of in Feneing Schools, is the negleR of reachir *y 
the Blow. as well as the Thraft, and this bat” 
the Exgliſh and French Maſters are guilry of $922! 
well as our Scots;And I am apt tothink it maf®*®: 
proceed from a miſtake, in thinking that f*! 
teaching of the Blow would be prejudicialif®®*: 
the quick performance of the Threft, but wholf®* 
yer _y be prepoſleſt with this talſe Opin 
on, I ſhail endeayour ro conyince them of thiknf 
contraty by what tollowerh, and of the nectur/ 
{icy there is for a Mans being taught , and wth 
derſtanding both Blow and Thraft, to be repuiſſel./ 
cd a Compleat Sword-man. | fl 


e 
Now the chief- reaſons, or objeftions theyſpale! 


giveagainſt teaching of the Blow,or Broad-ſz 
at the ſame time with the SmelLare three; Tl 
firſt is, that ir doth not teach a Man to ftrer 
himſelf ſo much asthe ſmall Sword doth. aniic 
therefore will nor ſupple and break his Bode: 
ſo well, and conſequently nor give him thaſſen" 
agiity of Wreft and Limbs , which the $ 
Sword doth. 


In anſwer to which 1 ſay firſt, that it 8F' 
great miſtake,to think that the Blow doth nof* 
teach a Man to ſtretch, as well as che Thraf 
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iabt in Learning the Thruſt,there is nothing that 
en. paketh a Man to ſtretch, and to acquire nim- 
xiencls and agility in hisLimbs,bur Advancing, 
hindetciring, Elonging, and ſomerimes Jumping 
xbck atcer the giving injof a Thruft,now all this 
of Man doth when he is raught the Blow, or 
naf#i24-ſword, and therefore there is no difference 
cwixt che learning of the Broed-ſword, and 
aj\$8-/, for the acquiring of agility and nim- 
ny know ſome will (ay,that the chief difference 
ignſiſts in the Elonging, becaule in learning the 
ſword, aMan is taught to ftretch bimſelf a great 
I more,then when he is learning the broad; or 
-Ples-ſword; burthis is likewiſe a miſtake, becauſe 
Poſe who teach the rrue Artof theBroad-ſword, 
heaſerheir Scbellars when theyſtake theirLeſſons, 
Wake their full Eloages or Stretches, and like- 
wc recover, and:jump backoft thoſe Stretches, 
cdÞirequently.,as if they were taught the Smal 8c 
Mole Maſters whoteach nor the Broad, or Back> 
xd@=d aftcr this manner, -diſcover only their 
haban ſpnorance, but no imperfeQion in 2be Art: and 
dadMhough I am fally perſwaded, that the Small- 
word bath the Advantage of the Broad, as t0-- 
© quickneſs and ſubrility of irsMorions;yert [ 
 no#Þ convinced it hath no Advantage over it, 
a5 to the rendring a Man more Agile and 
Min-ble; And a 3-4 Fac the ar << 
2 te 
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che Blow ar the ſame time with the Thraft,cafft 
be no wayes prejudicial to the quick perform?) 
ance of the Thruft afterwards, as a man ſhalſÞac 
have occaſion for it. by 


id 
Secondly, I ſay the teaching of the BlowSy : 
the ſame time. with the Thruſt, is not only ate 
have made appear. .no waycs prejudicial toSinc 
Mans ſtretching his Body and Limbs, bur aller. 
doth not hinder him to acquire -that agilinſhe { 
and nimbleneſs of the Wreft, which is requiredife(; ] 
to.have a ſwift Hand in the' giving in of anthes] 
Thru, for let any-Man but conſider the tur 
of the Freft in making any of the Parrades, ahay 
playing any of rhe Leſſons belonging to thy. - 
Small-ſword, and the turns of it in performit 
the. Blows and Floxriſbes of the Broad, and | 
will find the turns in the Broedto be a great deaf 
more Circular and difficult, and: conſequend.: 
ly ficcer for the Suppling and Breaking of . 
Mans reft,that ſo itmay become Nimblear R 
Agile, then any Parrade or Leſſon of the Smullf” 
and there is no great Wonder it ſhould be{e 
ſeing it hath irs Riſe and foundation from thif®** 
Art of the Broad, tor l believe there arc butfe he 
who.are Izeorant of the antiquity of the Art ( h7 
the Broad-ſword, and how that it was Jot be 
made uſe of betore ever the Small was found: 
our, or heard of, and I am fo far from think w 
ing the Ar: of the Smell ſword a parti "mK 


acl 
[ 
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# cart by it ſelf, that I am fully convinced, it is 
realy the Art ofche Broad more refined; and 
hajmade more perfeR, in fo. far as at firſt the 
bw was only made uſe of without any Thruff 
id the Art of the Smal ſword perfcfterh ir, 
ow hy teaching how the Thruft may be joyned to 
Yy Uithe Blow withour any the leaſt contufion,- or 
 tOFhinderance, ' of the Blow, as occaſion ſhall of- 
aller. Now how the teaching of both ar cne 8 
Lulthe ſame cime bath run into deſtuetude, Icon- 
as I cannot comprehend,burt certainly i 1s a 
 aieple& and omiſhon, which all whodeſire to 
Sec compleat Sword-men, ſhould cadeayour ro 
> Raye rectificd, 
- - The Second objeftion is, that grant the 
1 pFcaching of the Blow at the ſame time with the 
1..M1brxft , doth not hinder a Mans Straching, 
{a0 his acquiring the ſame agility of Body and 
of Spimblenels of Freft, which he would do if he 
aKere only taught the Small,yet ſay ſome,there 
* Ji ſuch a vaſt difference berwixt che perform- 
(2c of a Blow, and the giving in ofa Thruſt, 
Ivar it a Man were taught to do them borh ar 
(one time, the one would quite confound the 
+ her, and make a Man when he is taking 
his Leſſon with the Small, to give a Blaw when 
-Fhe ſhould give a Thruſt, and when he istak- 
-+1ing his Leſſon: with the brozd, to give in a Thraft 
when he ſhould make a Blow, which: wa 
| rendcr 


8 
147 


A 


74 :TheSWORDMANS. 
render both the Arts altogether uſeleſs to him ;-_ 
and therefore a Man had better perfe& himf* 
ſelf fully io the one, before he attempt the of ** 
ther, then deſire to be raught them both aq. v4 
one, and the lame time lifter 


Here is(one would think )a very ſtrong andyis 
reaſonable objeCtion, bur yer it ſhall be verſof 
clearly and ſhorcly an{wered, and firſt, I fair 
betwixt the Parrades and Guards of the Broad] 1 
ſword, - and Parreder and Gwards of the Smallfifhru 
at” leaft the moſt part of them, there is but 
lictle Difference:for the Parades in Quart an, 
Terce oftheMedium-geard,do reſemble the fir 
Parrades inQuart and Terce of the Smab-ſword 
theParrads of the Haxging-guzrd,do likewile re 
{cmble the {econd Parrades in Terce of the $ 
ſword with a {looping point: thus. much fax 
the Parrades. and as fer the Grards,the poſturf 
of the Medixm-guard is lictle Different fromyz. 
that - of the Qwert guard in the Small, the owf}ryi 
fide- exard hitle difterent from the Jerce, andflp;. 4 
theHanging-guard little different from the Tercwf;,, 
guard in the Smal ſword with a ſloping point; ſhe þ 
thatchediflerencethat arc berwixe the Parradsſn 1 
and greards of the Small fwad, and Parrades and thar 
Guards of the Broed are io inconfiderable,” thafhhar 
Lam confident no Man who underſtandetſ;, | 
beth; will ſay. that the teaching the” Parrade ay; 
and-Gzards of the one can be any mays of "ik 
3.7 judicial 
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\- Aidicial to the teaching the Parrads and Guards 
\« {the other at the ſamerime. 
-þ af Bur Secondly if there be any conſiderable - 

ference, it lieth in the offenſive part, in 

hat, there is as they ſay, a vaſt difference be- 
anGvixe the delivering of a Blow,and the giving 
VI) of 2 Thraft and this is that which they main- 
I Fei will ſo much Confound a Man that ic 
0411] make him Strike when he ſhould Thruſt, 8& 
naiFhruft when he ſhould Strike. 


OY For my part,l confeſs I cannot but admire 
"Tow Pcoplc of Fudgement can talk at this rate, 
7 Fx can there be a greater Difference berwixc 
:Fhe performance of any Stroek, and the giving 
- Cnof a Thraft, then there is betwixt the per- 
mar of one Leſion inthe Smal-ſword, and 

"The Playing another in the ſame Arrno certain- 
u « | \ for there is as great, Yea MOTe Difference 
Olliterwixt a Plain Thruft, and Feinta ls teft, or be- 
"Itwixt Feint a la teft, and Binding, or betwixrt 
"Binding 8 Paſfeng, or betwixt Paſſing and Duart- 
"Jay and Yoking, then there can be pretended to 
3 ſte berwixt the giving in of a Thruft, and the 
[naking of any _Blw whatlomever , {o 
wdhar it upon the one Hand it be Pleaded 
hthhat the Difference berwixt Blow andThruſt, 
al; the Reaſon why they ſhould not be 
*/Iught together, becauſe the one would con- 
[pound the other, I plead upon the other Hand 
_ and 
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and for the ſam= Reaſon, that nothing a, 
be raught of che Sefil ſword ar the ſatne timd[now 
but a Plain Threft, becauſe the Differerice be-{ſere 
rwixt itand the other Leſſons is as conſiderable, Jing 
if not more; and therefore asapt to confourdffout 
a Man,becauſe when he ſhould Play one LeſſmJlpet! 
he will make uſe of aftiother as far out \aFireq! 
purpoſe and ſeaſon , as the making of a Blasſſere 
would be when he ſhould give a Thraft, brit allfou! 
this 1s ſo ridiculous,that I ſhall ſay no moreJJote 
of it;for a Man who will maintain this,muſtab-ſto « 
{o maintain, thar a Man cannar learn any twoſſber 
different Exerciſcs at once, as for Ex: the . Ex-fand 
Erciles of the Pick and Mwrket, or to Play up-J ale 
on the Gzittar and Lete, or tro'Dance a Couran|| full 
and Aline without confounding the one with] do! 
the other , becauſe they bave all DifferenÞcd 
Motions , which is a rwoft extravagantſpro 
opinion , and the contrary ot which we (cel Mz 
dayly praQtiled: not only . by Men, but evan} & 5 
by Beaſts; for 1] believe there are bur few} dex 
Gentlemen who have been abroad; and haveh lea 
not ſeen Horſes when they have becn enheaf * 
Breaking for the Manage,or raconfirny themf up 
in ic,get molt different Lefonr for that efleXinſ]un 
one Morniug,as one to ſupple their Sbozlders, | the 
another to put them upon racir Haweches, oncy a!l 
for Paſiager, another for the Terra a Terra, ons | goi 
tr Corvetting, another for Creppading,and 1uÞ tra 
fiac,one tor Caprialing,aud another for Balaad-] ly 
in | - 
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uld liz, and all this (as I aid) in car Maraing, 
mow the motions of the Horſes limbs are dit- 
be-f{crent in all choſe Leflons and Aires, and ſce-. 
ble ling che difference of the motionsdoth noton- 
;ndffound an irrational Horſe, nor hinder him ta 
(+ [perform what eyet Leflon or Aire his Rider 
"efrequirech of him; I conclude, Thar the dit- 
los ficrence betwixtBlow and Thraft, will far leſs con- 
 allfound or hinder a Rational Man to make uſe 
orefoteirher, as it ſhall pleaſe him, or his Maſter 
tabJto demand them of him. But that 1 may the 
woſbetter both vindicarte my Opinion as to this, 
Ex-Jand perſwade you, that it isnot meerly a ſpe- 
up-f celatrve fancy, but a moſt prafticable, and uſc- 
ran full improycment of the Art of the Sword, I 
rithi do recommend to all who ſhall not be convin- 
cntced of it by the reaſonable Arguments] have 
ant propoſed, that they would Repair to Williem 
'ſcefÞ Machries School, where they will ſee both Blow 
ven] & Threff, taught at rhe ſame time with a grear 
few] deal ot caſe and expedition , and without the 
aveh laſt confuſton, 

hea Therhird and laſt objection, is this, that 
cn fuppoſing the Teaching ot the Bbw atrheſame 
tin ume with the Thraft, be no ways prejudicial ro 
ers, | the quick performance of the Thrwft, and that 
onch 2!1 ] ſaid in favours of the Blow ſhould hold 
one f good & true.ycr it is altogether unneceflary ro 
16] teach the Blow, becauica Man that isabſolut- 
ad-J ly Maſter of the Threft, can ſupply all che _ | 

2:14 's 
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| ofthe Blow by it, and ſeing the Thraft hath ſo per 
great” Advanrage oyer the Blow, as to the 
danger and deadlineſs of its wounds, which 
no Sword-mes will deny, and that it can al- 
ways be made uſe of in place of a Blow, there- 
tore rhe Teaching of the Blow is nor neceſlary, 
bur ought to be foreborn. 


You ſee by this objeftion they endeavour 
wholly to condemn and exclude the Blw, cor 
Not as being any wayes prejudicial to the quick | ſen 
pzrformance of the Thrayt,but as being,ia ir (elf | tai 
altogether uſcle(s, and not to be regarded, in [or | 
relpett of the Adyantage the Small ſword hath | ſo 
of it by the Dangerous Wounds it maketh, | ed 

To prove,farthe molt paiTt Mortall, whete- ſwo 


wh; 
as commonly.the. Wounds of the Broad- ſword | Fle 
are not to Dangerqus,wbica in my Opinion | mc 
inftouatsas much, as that a Man with a Smat | at « 
ſword ſhould nor ſtand to bazard his Receiv- | for 
ing of a Blow for the giving of a Thref. Fl 
| confeſs I am as much convinced of the  M 
Advantage the Thruft hath of che Blow as to it's 
Wound.as any Man can be.as you may fee m all 
my Scoes Fencing-meſter;bur that which Icondemn {urn 
is that an Arteft ſhould truſt co the difference of det 
Wounds;and fo venture a Contre-temps,and not 
rather endeavour firſt ro deteid himſelf by bis dic 
Art from the Blew. and then give in his Thraft | 20! 
for a Man maychance to milplant his _ 0 
1) icT 


Tat revel avey 
lafter he hath rece1 a—__ 


<q a 


he |;m confident, he will think ir bad been bener 


Fudgemem, and he would have ſhewn more 
u- | ofhis 4rt, if he had defended firſt he Stroak,, 
e-Jand then have giycn in his Thr»ft: but paſſing 
Ys foyer this, | 
| aflure you there is no Smal-ſword-man, be 
ur [heneyer ſo expert, but will find bimſfelf ar a 
w, | conſiderable Diſadyantage in offering to de- 
ck | fend a Stroak, unleſs he particularly unders 
elf | ſtand ſome thing of the defence of the Blow, 
in |or Broad ſword, and for my own part 1 found 
th | ſo great a Diſadvantage in not beingacquaint- 
th, | cd with tac Parrades and Blows of the Broad- 
re- | ſword, when I had occaſion to Play with the 
ord | Flezret againſt the Cxdgell, ( for I was once al- 
on | moſt of this opinion my (elf) chatl was neyer 
ze. | at caſe untill I found our a particular poſture 
IV= tor the Small-ſword againſt the Broad; which 
| did,and it is alſo ſer down in my Seops Fencing- 
the | Mafter , bur my curioſity not reſting there 
*<&5 | L reſolved to learn a little of the Broad: ſword 
-in | alſo, which I did in a very ſhort time, and 
nn | fancelI find ic a great deal more caſy ro-me to 
of | defend my {elf either with Broad againſt a 
not | Broad, or with a Small againſt a Broad, then 1 
his | did at thar time , and the reaſon is,becaulc/1 
ruff | 2ow know both the Parrades and Leſſons peculiar 
-wft | £0 the Broed, which betore I was 1gnorant of; 
ficr and 


n NIE. 4h hen 5h, OO 
whicti pit it forthe: as-Ifai 
finding owt a patriculat poſture with the Smt 
ſwerd tor it, which did indeed at that time an- 
ſwer my but doth ſo now much more, 
becauſe LFunderftand the Are of the Broad-ſword 
better now then I did then. | 

I cell you this, not out of any Vanity to 
commend my fell biic chat you may under- 
ſtand what Advantage there is in being taught 
both Blow and Thraft, and let any man who 
doubterh it, and hath only been raught to 
Threft, and to Detend a Thraft, make but a 
trial , and I am cotiftdent he will find the 
ſame difficulty I did , and be ſoon of the 
ſame opinion 1 was when | wrot my other 
Book, to which I Refer bim, and of which] 
am ſtil} ; - ' That every Man who defires to bes 
*'C Sword-man. ſhoxld Leara beth Blow 
" ruſt, and unleſs « Man do it T do not ſee 
© bow be-can pretend to the Name of a Gompleat 
* Sword-man , for if «a Man Underftend only the 
«< Thruſt and not the Blow, then be may deſerve 
oC 2he Neme of a Compleat Smmall-{\word-man, but 
6 not of a Compleat Sword-man, becauſe be is Ip- 
© norant of the Blow. In likemaner if a Man 
underſtand only the Blow and not the Thruft, 
he may deſerve the Name of a Compleat 
Broad-ſword.man, bur not of a Compleat Sword- 
wan, becatife he Underſtandeth nor alſo the 


Thruft, {o that in my Opinion to deſerve the 
name 
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-| would be more conycnient to make a Blew 
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name of a Compleat Sword-man, a Man muſt 
underſtand both Blew and]7braft,orherwiſcthat 
Title doth no wayes belong to him;yneither cart 
he with any canhdence pretend ro ir. | 
But beſides what | have (aid, there isno Smwrd- 
mex will deny, but that it fomerimes o fallerh 
out when Men are Playing together, thar it 


then co give in 2 Thraf, and upon the other 
Hand , at other 


eimes more convenient to 
ive.in a Thruſt thentamake a Blw , ſo'that 
if a Man know not how to deliver a Blaw 
as well as a Threft, he isUpon theſe occaſions ar 
2 viſible loſs and' diſadyantage,. whereas if he 
knew how to perform both , he -would al- 
wayes know how to behave himſelf accordinz 


by theſe ſeveral circumſtances without the leaf 
confuſton. 


But why need I inthis Place endeavour to | 


prove the neceſſity of char, the contrary where« 
of is condemned by the conſtant praQtice of 
moſt Nations in the. World, for dowe norſee * 


'| the generality of the People both Gentle and 


Simple,when they go to the Warrs, provide 
themſelves for the moſt part with ſheering- 
Swords, and why would they do thar, if it 
were not out of an opinion , that they thipk 
they may have occaſion to Swrike 'as well ag to 
om and that they think the Thrauft alone 
wonld not be ſo efteQual, as when it can be 

| joined 


by 
y. 


: 
: 


[ 
' 
| 
: | 
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joined to the blow, and that they are, being 
* thus provided, in a better capaciry ro make 
uſe of cither ar pleaſure , and accordingly as 
occaſion ſhall offer ; From all which 1 con- 
clude, That there is an abſolute neceſlity-fora 
Man who intends to be a compleat Sword-man; 
© be taught and underſtand borh Blow 
Thref, and Ithink it a thing ſo indiſpenſably Þ* 
- neceſlary, that the learning of it by all perſons I; 
cr rugs 9 ic = __” r m—_ or 0 
thers, at all cimes, and at:any Age wharfocver, |; : 
cart no ways reflect upon their Judgement in the _u 
Arr they profeſs,nor be ary wayes derogatory P! 9 
from the reputation they have already ' had af 
of being -good ſmall-Sword-Men , and the'like 
I ay in behalf of the Threft \ to thote whopro- 
fels only the Brazd, {o thar Tthink neither of Y + 
them ſhould think it below rhem to be inſtru- 
Qed of other, in what they are ignorant of, 
and of what 1s ſo uſeful and neceflary tor the 
compleat pertcfting of the Ars of the-Sword.and 
conſequently of Sword-men. 


Seing therefore (as I chink I haye ſufficiently FI, 
made appear ) there is an abſolute necefhiry 
for underſianding both blow and thruft to be 
reputed a compleat Sword-Man , I muſt recom- 
mend the ule of the Sheering-ſword, and I would 
advile all without exception, who wear noff 
- onlyRepiers,to wear light and narrow _— | 

i 
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ſwerds, at leaft Ropiers gi aol 
vill both anſwts my deb St IG 
25 tO thraſting, and-of the As.tOthe- Gf 
or ſtriking, and ſo put a Man ina; corel of | 
uſing either as he ſhall think. w_ when ic thai 

be his misfortune to. be cngaged, ang which 
will beas lightand conyenicat to caTty, a52py 
ofdinary walking- ſword.” SE 


Irs like the Feneing-Maſters in. this Kingdom 

may think I have gone r00 0 greet. alcngthupon 
this lubje& , in fo far ta 
play the Dodtor, Dd oli as 1t were in a Mo- 

erial way , to teach them their Duty. , and 

oin hat [rem jo tax fone of them of 5 igno> 
renee, in not underfſanding the blow as well” as 
the thruft, becauſe 1 om 2 Lg) the learning. 
of the blow to Maſters, if they be ignoram of ic 
2s well as to others. 

But that they. may not miſtake. me, I ceſire 
they would conſider that this preceeding gik 
courſe (anent the abuſes in Schools doth nor 
particularly aim atthem , . but at all Fencing- 
Mofters in general, both ar Homeand Abroad, 
who are guilry of them ; and that, they ate 
really guilty of them, I appealtoall who have 
frequented their Schools ; therefore 1 ex pe&t 
oar Maſters will nor rake what I have faid as a 
particular refletion upon them, although I 
atinot deny but they ſuffer the ſame abuſcs to 
| be 
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ke.upon-me ro . | 


% e's wo K uM 4 ws 
be committed in their Schools; and therefor 
muſt excuſe me; if I cenſure them, 
cher Maſters , untill ] find' them reid * 
gry not think ic will paſsasa fill | 
ficient reaſon for therh to CARERS Nis 5 4 
; eing abuilcs in their Schools, by ſayingd® 
245 the cuſtomeabroad, and ae ney offures 
nothing to be done int cit Schools; bur whilſ>o 
is done in the Schools of other Kingdarii 2 
and that becauſe ir is not the cuſtome tor anc 
Siill-ſword Maſter abroad: to teach rhe, Blmjait 
atthe lametime with the Thruſt, "that therefol 6 
they will ot do it, ok) they inrenÞ 
not to. be __ Beginners and tar | 
any extraordinary and outfaf 
wodiren > to my ran +” 
the ks Defence and me 
this I fay is but very _ Ma fora} 
that rate there ſhould neyer haye been any MP T 
or Science fourid out, or improven, if Peoplt Br 
had been alwayes reſtricted to the old Roofſen 
and Footſteps of {their Predeceflors, ſo T expe 
they will ether give me as fitoag Reaſons $ $ 
qainſt theReQtifying oftheſe abuſes, (eſpecialiſ® Ru 
1 ps teaching the Blow art the ſame time x 
gt as I have given for them , othe 6 
waycs they moſt pardon: me to differ % 
them, by recommending my own opinions 
which is grounded upon_reaſon , and confer 
demning and RejeQing theirs at _ un y.\ 


cap 


% 
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Me oduee tron zer Argurnentsand Reaſo 
<6 . ſry prod biker! haye heard. by 


4 bl c a ual this indeed be my Opinion,that 

rs who underſtand not the Blows 

J avy _ itz yer it. doth nor conclude thar 

Mrcckon. thoke who profels the Ars of the 
xd in this Kingdomto be in that Categarie, 

, Jam farr.trom having ſo bad an-Opini- 

them ;and I am apt to. think che only 

king the? Id be condemned for, and tor 
Loi condemn --them ;--is not 

hey, nnervand notthe Blow as well as 

pang therefore are not capable to 

rhe Wn r-if they denied that, they would 

-2liſcoyer-coo much weaknels)but that they un- 
Keſtanding bach, ſhould tcach only the one, 
 Thelbes,and! wholly negle&the othet, 

- 1S Rae i our, of Doors, this] confels-is2 

ple of, ſuch. 1mportance, and of ſuch bad 

of uence, Abar I neither can, nor will fore. 
_ giving my carneſt adyicr, that ir, 


as-the:. "e rececding particulars, be 
Mificd, Land then N m confident our Schollars 


acquire Art Rar to none in Hateepnd 
: by them that repute and Eftecm, 
Y both the ir _— and they, reQti- 
E Jing of ſuch Abuſcs,aud Omiſfions, do tcally 


ol Ad | Beers ould ug a" 
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fea, think, that (by I hayet 
ſaying in Referenceto thercack Spas Blaſs "Fa 
ticular Maſter before another, 87 aw hl 
mean as to have 'any fuch Particular 'by-et xy 
my deſigne is ſo farr from thar,'rhat it 59 
ropether genetal, and meerly for: the A 
yantageof the Art, and to Compleat Swi 
_ magfor if Maſters cannot by the 5 ve 
Pains they rake, recommend theraſelyes) 
Schollars , rhey ſhall never hayc an 
mae,becaulc I think all Maſters ſhould be fp” 
pued; - and had in Eſteem , Fredo he 
diftin& and accurate mcthod of aching ahi 
en wr ae taketo cauſe 'their. T 
and compreherid _—_ 1&5 Uſlthe 
Learning, and not-for any ndatioegE] 
they can get fromany Panicular Perſon wi 
fomeyer, and therefore 'if they expe 4 
poncobar recommendation from me;they 
ugely deceived,for Twiſhtheai all alike welſthi 
that i9 to haye Flourtſhi Os nay 5 
pert Schollars, to tefllific 


mndced, —__—_—_ of winches 


_ uatR 


ts be dycl 
will TE 
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SF jocreaſe. his, boldneſs and courage, and 
>. him in.a capacity, not only to preſeryc his . 
pes | iſe and Honour, bur alſotoforce asitwere a 
-rcſpedt and eſteem to himſelf , from thoſe , 
Smbo althei they atom bs Art, . yet 
"agarr not be ſo bold (leaſt he ſhould make 
" hcm {mart for it) as publickly to own ir, 
"Mut. are rather ſatisfied by their filence toac- 
> Enowvledge hisdexterity, and that he is to be 
commended for the pains,and labour,he hath 


- pen to acquire ſo gentile and uſeful an Arr, 


neg. Bur ſyppoſe they ſhould openly refle& upon 
abſhics, and undervalue his Art, by chreat- 
Uaſaing him'with that unatſwerable defence, as 
they "rhinke-bf their Iguerince, and infallible 
oegDecicatcr of all Arr TRDy DUI 
wit fight wich Piſtol, er other ſuch like Fire- 
Sncapons) aid indeed to: hear ſome Peaple 
talk, one would think that by their gaining . 
Sis one, point, of cngaging a Sword-mex to 
ts with ITcarmes 


Il go 


T 
h 
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© Art of Defence, 1 believe be 

Ive nll endl. Sach difcoarle why 
roo'common amongſt Hg, | 

- think when they talk ar this rate, - ef 

found the Philoſopber-ftone, which in CE C | 

rurning every thing into Gold, can rurn's Doe 


| - their: Ignorance -into the profoundeſt Arc a 


Skill, and all skilful Perſons, Are, afid' FwdgefP1c 
ment 1ntothe rye. meeps ſo wn 175" ha 
opinion, Frtifts can reap no advantage by % A 
they ened and theraſelycs@an REAP _ 
becauſe they underſtand nothing. - Þy 


Bar alas poor Ignorants ! Thicir Bolly inthi $ 
is as diſcernable, as their Ionorence inthe. [a = 
mer; - and they-can'pretend tohave ms inore 
Advantage over a Sword-men, | by :crigagingilte. 
him to make uſe of a Piſtol, Thenthe 81 | BS 
man Tan pretend to'have oyer -which bY; 
Gall endrayun yo prove by whit - dy 


Rkloogs tus Foul, that there is pro®'|þt cl 
in of P 
wife drayracth raaayner., Sontar 


Men are alike Maſter of I mad to te | 

. the ſhor, and rake their hazard of Ca 

or miſt ; ONE A 

Dog gn i of a re. 
Ek Nets i ha 
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* off iem,. wilt-cettainly haye an advantage of 

S 1 © who underſtand them nor, bur ſer them- 

Ie Fſve up like an'immoyable ſtock. or poſt, ta 
at. 


» of I | 

alll: : Bur C uppoling all Men alike dextrous as 

Hh bom — that is to know no means of a- 

» but meerly to take their hazard of 

it or not; . yet I ſay, in the Offenſive 
may bea valt Advantage acquired; 


, 4 


= 


11Þor whoſocver will according to the advice-in 
by Scots Fencing-mafter , accuſtom himſelf ro 
tat a Mark botha Foot and on Horſe-back, 
x: , \when he'is neceſſitate to uſe it in earneſt, 
ave almoſt as conſiderable advantage over 
is Adverſary in knowing to adjuſt his ſhor, 


Fuppoſing his Adyerſary to be ignorant and. 

| bt to ns raQiſcd troadjuſt his) as he would 
*Jaye had af 4 acjolng g his Tho, is 
* Pdyecrſary ewile ignorant of the Arr 
"It the Sword, iS char ifths Perſon of whom 
Yn JI EI 
al Wthe Advantage ne will have Pijtors, 
veSath but as little of the praftiſe of ſhooting, as he 
Cath of Thrufting , he can then in Reaſon pre: 
od to no more Advantage by uſing the Pi- 
re Fs, then the Artift can , except what meer 
at Than and Forrune giveth him, which is far 
t om any ground of certainty, 


Thereloxe, I @y,he only will probably boge 
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the Ade " 
ory OE at a Mark Nd To 
x'ok dE chem have i, cx that, 
ana os can pretend to any viltble Advant 
z but whar, as I ſaid, is *meerly 
ONE t 1 confeks , ift hefe D 
Ignorant be better skill'd in ſhooting then the 
zift, inthatcaſe he hathan Advantage z; andiWc 
can ſce no Reaſon why the Ariift ſhould moan 
an{wcr the Challenge with Piftols, ſeing he &Y *7, 
a beter Marks-Mian then the Artiſt , then her 
would anſwer the Ariift-with Swords , becauleic 
the Artift wasthe moſt Adroit at « 
So that the only way to end this Debard yin 
is,thar they either fi br with Weapons altoge T Tt 
ther unknown to both, or otherwiſe doas oneAne 
of thoſe two Men, - whoafter they had quat- pb 
relled , left the one ſhould haye bad any ; Ad- i 
by Art in the Weapons which mightÞelir 

have been madeule of , did propoſe a Barrel hne 
of Gun-powdex ſhould be broug ht to cach, inkhe 
the middle of which, rhey were to placeYNe 
tacmſelycs, and then with fired Matches to yi 
try who could moſt AManfully, or I may ra*hhir 
ther ſay Madly, blow up other. And 1 know: hgh 
no-other way but this to decide rhe Quarrel ie 
For if a Maz refuſe ro fight me with a Sword, | 
becauſe be rhinketh I am a berter Sword-mas | 

| thanhe, I muſtcertainly be a great Fool, it Jhim 
Light him witha Piftel, becauſc he propoleth ſp 
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"At a a particular Advantage to biraſelf - 


* 


"&[+Lknow it will be Anſwered touhiis That i | 
zaalthe chſtome for thoſe who receive the Chal- 
knge, to chooſe the Weapons, and ſorthar will 
held che Debate , becauſe who ever givcrh the 
iGhallenge, is in Honout obliged to Anſwer 
488 other with whatever Weapons he ſtall 
z INOIC, > + 
©8f Iconfcls iris ſo , and I think it moſtrea-- 
1mable when a Man is forced to fight, that he 
[ould hayc the choice of what Weapon he 
gZ3mll yenture his Life with ; But what I was 
© Kying, concerns only ſuch, for ſome, who af- 
e* Rr they have given a Challenge , and their 
FIAntagoniſt received ir, andappointed Swords 
U-Sobe their Weapons, they afterwards getting 
orice that he is a Sword-man, cunningly dc- 
otgcline the fighting him with that Weapon , 
land propole Piftols ,, becauſe of the incquality 
iN Khere would be in making uſe of Sword-. 
tyNow I ſay, when a Sword -man rancounters 
tOJvith ſuch a Perſon as this , who firſt giveth 
*Jim a Challenge.& then afterwards declines ts 
Stght him with the Weapons he &d, I 
1c, Iay, no reaſon why he ſhould more an- 
d, Iver him with Pifols, ſcing he propoſed it for 
a particular Adyantage , then the other did 
it Jhim with Swords, becauſe he judged it would 
> oye to his diſadyantage; for if the Refalal 
; rc 


: wy 
£ * #0, b 
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But, There is in my humble Opinion, noflve, 
better way totake away all ſuch Debates,then&$e 
to live ſoberly and peaccably,, according ta; 
the Docrine and Preceprs of that Religion; 
which we profeſs , and then we ſhall make uſt hq 
of all thoſe Arrs, more for divertiſement to.Spg.; 
our ſclyes, then prejudice ro our Neighbours. 


_ Now afcer what I have ſaid, er any confider-$ 
ing Perſon judge, if an ignorant, by ingaging 2Þt i 
. Sxord-man to fight with a Piſtol, hath - got ſo ftati 
great an Adyantage, as to be any wayes a Jjanc 
ground of railing at,mocking,or turning into; fon : 
Ridicule the Arz of the Sword, no certainly,hes$ Ma 
hath got none, bur what the Artift may like--Þrte 
wile pretend to as well as he; and therefore I hg 
would adviſc ſuch Perſons rather to berake 
theraſclyes to the praftice of Fencing, and Shot- Þ 
cing, that ſo their Advantage may be ground- 
ed and depend upon their Art, and not upon flte 
fuch Fancics and Notions, which, it real, arc 
calual; but for the moſt partggrore Chinpert-. 
j | Ca 


2) « 


- 


_ & chans | ble theAeria Foundidioe uy Þ 
zich es lank , | and fo diſtwres the 
Weakneſsand Ignorance of their firſt Promo- 
tand Author; But nor to infiſt longer ppon 


IS, | SY 

Tobſcrye in the fourth and laft place, thar | 

khough all 1 have faid in commendation of | 
ing. were but Stories and Lics, and the yain 


| = my ecyinr \ mpurar eons yet all 
$tlemen ſhould c is, & have an cſteem 
) i were for no. other reaſon but this, 
hat it is a moſt pleaſant divertiſement,and an 
nocent, Healthtul , and Manly Rectca- 
ion and Exerciſe for the Body, and although 
Marr could reap no Advantage by it for the 
Nefence of his Body 3 yet that its very keep- 
na Mans joynts and members nimble and 
Saver, and in a ready trime,as it were, for 
wy other Divertiſemert or Exerciſc, as Ten- 
ſlice, Dancing , Riding, &e. ſhould make ic 
- -Kiteemec and PraQtif by all who arc aboyc 
Jac rank of Clowns. 
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* Fort 5 uſcthe words of 4 Wiſe- s 
of this Noble rotary, ye 
<—— nelity and 


e Shai he Pompom log inthe Go nd; wh : 
© drive Ogen , and are dE aboury 'T: 


= nd is of their Bulle . 
orleans ETD | nd as ob Gre 


3 riye.tbe Kine 
& +be Nature of ſuch ; Mira ee mn b 
& {22eth by the Anvil, and confilereth tht Iron works 
<be neg of the Fir, _waſtab his Elo, ond = 
E be with the beat of the Furnace ; the noiſe e 
__— par as Fan ee 
is Eyes Pattern 

Mou an? ors and undiſciplnetq 
Miodsas thoſe, arc hot ordinarly capable 

; conceive the Intricacies, and Excelleacies, & y 


1 mate dad bat ſomef| 
man kind = e profeſs, praiſe atid take 
delight init; a are Men who are more} F 
refined: aches] Jadgements and — 

_- then the: generality of the Vulgar are, 

_ whobytheſame gentileInclination they haye 
ro follow the Sword, diſcoyer that there is in 
them ſomething | more then ordinary, and 
that they aime at ſomewhat, above what ci> If 
cher their Birth or Education could really | © i 

| make them pretend to; ſo that I make no 


doubt, 


oh epeand kin, 


* And ichir which ia, hold true, then no 
but che underſtanding of: this Art, be- 
4Scth-in a more manner to Gen- 
L | pen, or o are called. Les Hommes 
thengo any orher and therefore it is 
&' advice , . and I carneſtly recommend ir 
eÞl ch,norro ungentleman 
I A which as I ©. 
Fe) - E appear, is {o pe 
offay fay inijeparable fron ce ah, 
aradter they bear. wy- | 
4's 


mel 4n 4re ſo Noble, Uſeful, 2APGentil, 
ke To ſpeck, its praiſes, woultl-s Volieme fill ; 
"ef For when that 1, its Merits would diſplay, 
My Moxth is flop, my Muſe is at « fray, 

hk ſo exceeds all that I can conceive, © 

wn ford to filenee, yet to Jpeck muſt-erave; 
Ta | Bucs ſeing ell I can expreſs and ſpew, 

Would far come ſuort, 7 what ries real das, 
I ſhall be ſhort, end oxb; of is ſay, 

&+ is @ Badge, Acconepliſoment, end Ray, 
Whieh dath adorn sll who to underſtand 
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v6: SWORN 
\ Þrreal Uſe ind Wirth; do take in band; * ial 
An 4rs ſouſfefa)thet no Gentleman, a1: a 
Of Valowr,, Hanowr, bard" 16M a | 


For it 10all who carry gages ov" 1; 8 
Should be a Pilet; p46 Ph Gaihy? Þ 
Unhe(s they do renounce the Mame they bear, Þ 


For my part, 1 confeſs a8 7575, 
And for. my wifty Saft-guard doit dere; \ : 
And alwayes will, knowing it ae*re deceivar, 
Any whe 10 it truſt and reſpeft giver; ' ' ' 
Baz believe we who deſpiſe is wholly, 1. 8 
Ignorance betray, & well as Folly,. 4 
ET thens (when it is too date) |)! 
truſted none t0 it, ſo mwch;to Fate, | rc 


Ps I ara neither Poet nor Perſcmr 
choſe Lines offering to my Fancy, and þ | 
ing tothe gy «ns. I chought fit to ſer them tor 
| down; it they are good its by chance, tf. < 
not, NG them over x. | wrote rhem for | fo 
my divertiſement, - and its like bad it not 
been to diyert me, I had not taken the pains 
to write ſo much either of Fencing, or in Com 
mendation of it as I have done; Howevet 
what I have Wri ſes recommend to your pets 
_ which I think can hardly be refuſed, fe} 
ng it coſt me a greas deal of more pains .in 
ricting, then it. will do-you in ou fl 


and if youdeſpiſc my offer, aſſure you my 


all 
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And thet hich thew from hrs Cherie: F tr 
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4pake it fo ill, and' be ſo much concerned.thas 
-Ifhall never ſleep a whitthe worle for it. 


-|: Butthat I may draw to a cloſe, if any who 
\ (all peruſe this Diſcourſe, donot underſtand 
*Þec Terms of Art herein mentioned, ſuch as 
Smtre-caveating-Parrades, Contre-temps, Flanca- 
ule, Voult-coupee, &e. They may have Re- 
*Furle tomy Book ay ing, _ _ 
Sorts Fencing-Mofter, where they will fin 
She Termes and Lefſons explained to whe 


{ And that] may End asThegan;.I carneftly 

4 _—_— = that. with Ealaneſs, and a 
Forows 7 - you would (crioufly refleft 
e8pon, and coplicer what Ihave ſaid, before 
lad wa paſs your Verdift and Opinion,, and then 
emfdoubt not, bur it ſhall jump very near with 
| fomn, which is what Tcxpeted and wiſh- 
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